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Nomenclature
FP — Fixation Point
SAC — Saccades
NF — Non-Fatigued State
S — Stretched State
F — Fatigued State
CoP — Center of Pressure
CoG — Center of Gravity
PoG — Point of Gaze
ROM — Range of Motion
ML displacement — Average Medio-Lateral CoP Displacement
AP displacement — Average Anterior-Posterior CoP Displacement
MLsd — Medio-Lateral Displacement Standard Deviation
APsd — Anterior-Posterior Displacement Standard Deviation
PL — Path Length of CoP
Vel — Average Velocity of CoP

Area95 — Area of the 95% Confidence Ellipse for CoP



Abstract

Background: Muscular fatigue, which reduces force output and position sense, often
leads to increased sway and potential balance impairments. In contrast, saccadic eye movements
can attenuate sway more than fixating gaze on an external target. The goal of this study was to
determine whether the use of saccades could compensate for the increased postural sway in a
fatigued state. Methods and Materials: We compared the effects of gazing at a fixation point
(FP) and performing saccades (SAC) on various sway measures of the center of pressure (CoP)
while participants stood as still as possible on a force plate. Participants used either a Narrow or
Wide base of support (BOS) and performed 3 trials for each eye movement condition (SAC, FP)
in three states (non-fatigued—NF, stretched—S, and fatigued—F). Calf rises to exhaustion
induced ankle fatigue. Extreme plantar- and dorsi-flexion induced stretch. Results: SAC
significantly decreased sway compared FP. F increased sway compared to NF and S states,
which were similar. Conclusion: Reduced force production, which accompanies muscle fatigue
and stretching, did not account for increased sway associated with acute bouts of ankle muscle
fatigue. Increased position sense associated with muscle stretching apparently compensated for
any reduced force output for S, while the decreased position sense explained the increased sway
associated with F. Use of saccadic eye movements during quiet stance can help young adults

reduce sway under NF, S, and F states.



Introduction

Musculoskeletal, neural, and sensory feedback systems change as individuals age. These
changes can lead to balance impairments while standing (Maki and Mcllroy 1996) and can
increase an older individual’s likelihood of falling (Melzer et al. 2004). Falling in older adults
can result in acute injuries, that affect performance of daily activities (Takacs et al. 2013), or can
result in accidental death (Melzer et al. 2004). Thirty-two percent of older adult fallers will
require assistance when performing daily activities after a fall occurs (Takacs et al. 2013),
making studies which help identify strategies to combat age-related balance impairments of
interest to researchers and clinicians alike.

While physical activity can lead to improved balance, results related to how it influences
fall risks in older adults vary. For example, researchers showed that a multimodal exercise
program, involving balance, resistance, and agility training, reduced the amount of injuries
requiring medical attention in older women but did not reduce the incidence of falls or the
amount of fractures resulting from falls (Patil et al. 2015). Aerobic, strength training, and
flexibility activities lead to a decrease in the likelihood of a fall in older adults, a reduction in the
amount of fractures seen in older fallers, and provided systematic physiological changes (such as
muscular strength and bone density) that could help protect older adults from injury if they do
fall (El-Khoury et al. 2013). Carefully designed physical activity programs, including balance
rehabilitation, can lead to strength gains to improve balance (Howe et al. 2011) and changes in
sensorimotor control, possibly lowering fall risk (Voelcker-Rehage et al. 2011). However,
physical activity may also put older individuals at risk for a fall due to fatigue (Kamitani et al.

2017) that can occur immediately upon completion of the activity.



Muscular fatigue after moderate to vigorous bouts of physical activity in young and older
healthy adults increases postural sway compared to a non-fatigued state (Thomas and Magal
2014); (Seliga et al. 1991). People, who fatigue easily during daily activities because of low
fitness levels, injuries, or disease, may also experience greater postural sway when standing.
Increased postural sway can lead to greater fall risk in older adults (Thomas et al. 2016), thus
becoming a concern for this population.

Why does muscular fatigue negatively influence postural control? Loss of force
production from a muscle or muscle group due to exercise or physical activity, the definition of
muscular fatigue (Taylor and Gandevia 2008), may be a possible cause for diminished postural
control in a fatigued state. Acute changes in force output may decrease proprioception and
muscle activation (Behm et al. 2004). Impaired or decreased proprioception impairs balance
(Patel et al. 2014) because it does not allow the central nervous system (CNS) to sense small
changes in postural sway (Mohapatra et al. 2012) and engage appropriate muscle activation to
correct for small deviations in the center of gravity (CoG). Decreased muscle activation on the
other hand may restrict adequate responses to correct for deviations in the CoG. Understanding
what mechanisms cause the balance impairments after fatiguing activities would help when
developing strategies to combat balance problems.

Use of visual inputs for standing often reduces sway and improves balance compared to
performances without vision available (e.g., (Tanaka and Uetake 2005). Control of human eye
positioning can also play a major role in how individuals attenuate postural sway (Fox 1990;
Rodrigues et al. 2015; Kim et al. 2016). Fixation of gaze on a point in the environment can
decrease postural sway compared to looking into a visual field without a fixation point (Paulus et

al. 1984; Strupp et al. 2003). Most evidence from previous studies reveal that saccades can



attenuate postural sway equal to (Rey et al. 2008; Thomas et al. 2016) or better than (Stoffregen
et al. 2006; Rougier and Garin 2007; Ajrezo et al. 2013; Rodrigues et al. 2013; Rodrigues et al.
2015) a simple fixation point. This saccadic effect on postural sway holds true when performing
slow or fast saccadic movements (Rodrigues et al. 2015). Whether saccades and fixation points
affect sway similarly or differently when fatigued, remains unanswered. If true, eye positioning
may lead to a short-term solution for improving balance, like acute bouts of fatigue post exercise,
and possibly contribute to long-term balance training protocols.

With the recent growth of older individuals attempting to become more physically active
to obtain health benefits and reduce fall risk (Nelson et al. 2007), comes the responsibility to
identify possible mechanisms that may reduce fall risk during a fatigued state. The first step and
main purpose of this study was to investigate how saccades and fixation points influence postural
sway under a fatigued state in young adults. We also included a muscular stretching condition to
better understand the mechanism underlying muscle fatigue and postural sway. Although
muscular stretching can reduce force output production leading to increased static standing sway
(Behm et al. 2004; Nagano et al. 2006; Hemmati et al. 2016), it assisted people to maintain a
neutral position during dynamic standing on a stabilometer (Nelson et al. 2012). Authors posed
that the remaining fine muscle contractions compensated for the reduced force output limited to
gross muscle contractions. Together these data indicate that reductions in force output can
influence balance in various ways, depending on the task performed. During static balance,
stretching effects should mimic muscular fatigue effects on sway only if reduced force output is
the main reason for balance impairments. However, stretching effects should oppose muscular
fatiguing effects on sway if reductions in proprioception account for the main reduction in

balance impairments, as current literature suggests that stretching muscles may result in an



increased (Ghaffarinejad et al. 2007; Cho and Kim 2016; Walsh 2017) or similar joint position
sense (Larsen et al. 2005; Bjorklund et al. 2006). Apparently, stretching muscles may positively
affect proprioception and postural sway. The results of this study helped determine whether the
force output during muscular fatigue could account for the diminished postural control or if there

were other mechanisms, such as proprioception, at work.



Materials and Methods

Participants

Thirty-one healthy individuals, 18-30 years old, gave written informed consent on
procedures approved by the Louisiana State University’s IRB before participating in this study.
Seven participants were excluded due to methodological issues, leaving 18 female and 6 male
college students. Remaining participants possessed no protective plantar sensation deficiencies,
determined by the following protocol. Participants closed their eyes while an investigator
touched a Semmes-Weinstein monofilament (5.07 monofilament) perpendicular to the plantar
surface of each foot in five locations: hallux, first metatarsal head, fifth metatarsal head, lateral
midfoot, and calcaneus. The monofilament was held in a bowed position at each location three
times for up to one second. Participants provided verbal responses after feeling each randomly
placed touch. Two or more responses at each site were needed to qualify for the study. A test of
visual acuity made sure participants had no major visual deficiencies; each participant scored
20/30 or better (the score needed to read U.S. road signs from far enough away to be able to
make adequate decisions and perform proper responses (Owsley and McGwin 2010)) and no
difficulties viewing targets 1 m away.
Setup and Procedure

Participants were directed to stand as still as possible during each trial. One condition
consisted of standing still while performing horizontal saccadic eye movements (SAC) to targets,
presented at 1 Hz with twenty degrees of separation. A control condition involved standing still
while looking at a centrally located fixation point (FP). In each case the target was a red dot (2
cm in diameter) on a white background, presented on a computer screen (22-inch screen) 1 m

directly in front of the eyes at eye-level of the participant.



Barefoot participants started standing either with their feet side-by-side shoulder width
apart, determined as the distance between their left and right acromion processes (Wide base of
support, BOS) or 3 cm apart (Narrow BOS) with feet parallel to one another. Participants stood
on a AMTI force plate for each trial (AMTI, Watertown, MA), and collected data at 100 Hz. Feet
were marked in this position by outlining them so starting position remained consistent for every
trial. Participants were then asked to perform saccadic eye movements several times. Once they
became comfortable with the movements, the trials began. Participants performed the eye
movements for about 5 seconds before the data collection began, to help ensure more constant
eye movements or fixation effects on static balance throughout the trial. Each data collection,
thus trial, lasted 50 seconds.

Postural sway for the FP and SAC conditions were assessed in three different states.
These included the non-fatigued state (NF), stretched state (S), and the fatigued state (F).

Characterization of NF included not exercising (a workout) 24 hours before the
experimental procedure began. Three trials randomly presented for FP and SAC offered a
baseline of natural static standing balance for each eye movement condition.

After completing NF trials, participants performed the static stance task following passive
stretching of the ankle musculature (S). Each stretching round involved 30 seconds of
dorsiflexion followed by a 15 second rest, then 30 seconds of plantarflexion followed by a 15
second rest. After four rounds of stretching participants completed two trials, comprised of a
randomly determined FP and SAC condition. Only 2 rounds of stretching were performed before
the next two trials, to help maintain a stretched state. This was repeated until participants

completed 3 FP and 3 SAC trials.



A 10-minute break was given to the participant’s to ensure that their muscles had time to
recover from their stretched state, as stretching effects can last 10 minutes or less, depending
upon the type of stretch (Skarabot et al. 2015). Participants achieved a fatigued state (F) by
performing calf raises before each trial. Participants were instructed to perform the bilateral calf
raises on a raised platform as fast as they could while maintaining at least 75% of their maximum
range of motion (ROM) until they could no longer continue or until they could no longer achieve
the measured ROM. ROM was measured for each participant based on full plantar- and dorsi-
flexion on the raised surface and marked on a flat vertical stick attached to the surface for easy
visual inspection. Two to three practice trials oriented participants to the protocol. Keeping full
ROM was encouraged during the fatiguing process through visual observations and the
investigator stopped participants when s/he missed the 75% ROM cutoff twice, either during
dorsiflexion or plantar flexion, which was considered adequately fatigued. ROM was videotaped
for the first 3 participants to ensure the observing investigator (same person for all participants)
gave adequate feedback to participants regarding ROM. Participants completed 1 trial in F,
comprised of a randomly determined FP or SAC condition. After a 5-minute break participants
completed the next fatiguing round and a trial comprised of a randomly determined FP or SAC
condition. This process continued until 3 FP and 3 SAC trials were completed. The breaks gave
the participant’s muscles a chance to recover similar to protocols used elsewhere (Ledin et al.
2004).

Use of a 60 Hz mobile Eye Tracker (SMI, Teltow, Germany) ensured that gaze was
directed appropriately for each trial. Visual inspection of the video involving the point of gaze
(PoG) on the computer screen and the PoG x- and y-plots simultaneously using B-Gaze software

(SMI, Teltow, Germany) provided clear evidence of gaze during task performance (see Figure 2



in results). The following measures of sway were determined using Balance Clinic software
(version 2.03.00): average CoP medial-lateral (ML) displacement and its standard deviation
(MLsd), average CoP anterior-posterior (AP) displacement and its standard deviation (APsd),
path length of the CoP, average velocity of the CoP (Vel), and the area of the 95% confidence
ellipse of the CoP (Area95). ML displacement was determined as the average x displacement of
the CoP from the platform center and MLsd was the standard deviation of this average x
displacement. AP and APsd values were calculated in the same manner as the ML and MLsd
values but for the y direction. The PL was determined to be the entire path length of the CoP for
the duration of a trial. Vel was determined to be the CoP path length per second. Area95 was
determined to be the area of the 95™ percentile ellipse during a trial. Variables were reported in
cm, cm/s, or cm’.
Data Analyses

Data were averaged for each eye movement condition (FP, SAC), state (NF, S, F), and
participant and tested for normal distribution using Shapiro-Wilk test. Mixed model ANOVAs
determined whether each normally distributed variable of interest varied according to eye
movement condition, state, or the randomly assigned BOS group (Wide, Narrow). Within subject
factors included eye movement condition and state with a between subject factor of group.
Greenhouse-Geisser adjustments were reported for violations of sphericity. Tukey’s HSD tests
were used for post-hoc analyses, where appropriate. Friedman ANOV As determined whether
each non-normally distributed variable of interest varied according to eye movement condition or
state. Wilcoxon Matched Pairs Tests with Bonferroni corrections determined whether paired
comparisons within each eye movement and across each state differed for each non-normally

distributed variable. Mann-Whitney U Tests determined group effects for these variables



between each eye movement and state pairing. Significance was determined for p < .05 unless

corrected.



Results

Raw Data
Raw data shown in Figure 1 illustrates the differences and similarities between state and
eye movement conditions, specifically showing CoP results from subject #9 (Wide BOS). The

figure shows that SAC resulted in less sway compared to that of a FP for states.

FP SAC
NF NF
2 ]
0 3 3 ' D 1 2 3 4
-3 1
-4 2
5 3
-6 -4
S S
1 0
D 1 2 4
2 -1
3 -2
S -4
F F
2 0
D 1 2 4
1 -1
0 -2
[ ?
1 -3
2 -4

Figure 1. Plots of CoP are shown for one trial for one subject (#9) in each eye movement
condition and state pair. Data for x CoP (x-axis) and y CoP (y-axis) are in cm.
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Participants were able to complete the saccade task using different strategies. Figure 2
shows that participants could respond to or anticipate target appearance using eye movements as

well as use corrective saccades to reposition their gaze on a target.

Anticipatory saccade .
. . Responsive saccade

Responsive saccade (Corrective saccade
S~ e e W \3-‘*—'] == ,__rﬁ—ww ,
| | i

|
|

»' e — t.,.f..wm_/.
A e S L O e ]
| i | L f | f |
| I bt e
J b ard ,..,i.,._f" L ] Tl I A I‘l |I

16,500 19,000 19800 20000 20,500 21,000 21500 22000 22500 23000 23500 24000 24500 25000 25500 26,000 26,500 27,000 27,500 25000 23500 29000 29,500 30,000
Time [ms]

Figure 2. Plots of gaze position for lateral eye movements (blue) and vertical eye movements
(red) and eye movement velocity (gray) are shown for participant #4 for part of one trial.

Displacements

Significant results of Mixed model ANOVAs on AP displacement and APsd are reported
in Tables 1 and 2, respectively. Main effects of group, state, and eye movement conditions
revealed the following. People in the Wide group produced less AP displacement with less
variability compared to the Narrow group (Figure 3). Being fatigued increased AP displacement
and its variability compared to the other two states (Figure 4). SAC during static standing
significantly decreased AP displacement and its variability compared to FP (Figure 5).

Table 1. Mixed model ANOVA results for AP displacement

Main Effect F value df P value Effect Size
Group 7.36 (1,22) 0.01 0.25
State 27.36 (1.48,32.46) <.0001 0.55
Eye movement 46.65 (1,22) <.0001 0.68
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Table 2. Mixed model ANOVA results for APsd

Main Effect F value df P value Effect Size
Group 7.37 (1,22) 0.01 0.25
State 29.02 (1.41,31.06) <.0001 0.57
Eye 48.96 (1,22) <.0001 0.69
0.18 0.21
N *
0.17 0.20
E 0.16 I 0.19
£ 015 E 018
E -
@ <
f-% 0.14 a-f 0.17
= -
£ 013 :|: 0.16
(=)
Eﬁ 0.12 0.15
0.11 0.14
Narrow Wide Narrow Wide
Group Group

Figure 3. Shows the AP and APsd mean differences between stances. Each significant difference

at the line ends is marked by an asterisk.

0.20
0.19
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0.16
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0.20
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0.15
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0.13

APsd (cm)

—

State

Figure 4. Shows the AP and APsd mean differences between each state. Each significant
difference from F is marked accordingly.
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Figure 5. Shows the AP and APsd mean differences between eye movement conditions. Each
significant difference at the line ends is marked by an asterisk.

Friedman ANOV As revealed significant differences among various state and eye
movement combinations for ML (x*(5) = 25.3, P <.001) and MLsd (x*(5) = 27.5, P < .0001).
SAC significantly decreased ML displacement and its variability compared to FP for NF (ML
displacement: Z = 3.94, P <.0055; MLsd: Z =3.91, P <.0055) and S (ML displacement: Z =
3.29, P <.0055; MLsd: Z = 3.10, P <.0055) states. Mann-Whitney U test results revealed group
differences between each eye movement and state pairing such that those in the Narrow group
produced greater ML displacement and MLsd than those in the Wide group (P < .05).

COP Path Length, Velocity, and Area

Friedman ANOV As revealed significant differences among various state and eye
movement combinations for path length (x*(5) = 27.5, P <.0001) and Vel (3*(5) =27.5, P <
.0001), similarly. SAC in S state produced lower values compared to F state for path length (Z =
2.91, P <.0055) and Vel (Z=2.91, P <.0055). Significant differences among the various state
and eye movement combinations also existed for Area95 (x*(5) = 68.95, P < .00001) as observed

in Figure 6. Significant differences in Area95 existed between SAC and FP for NF (Z=4.14, P <
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.0055) and S (Z = 3.83, P <.0055) states as with other variables, but also for F (Z=2.97, P <
.0055), so that values for SAC produced lower values than FP. Post-hoc testing revealed
substantial influences between states. FP and SAC for the F state produced significantly higher
Area95 values when compared to the corresponding NF and S states (P <0.0055). Mann-
Whitney U test results revealed group differences between each eye movement and state pairing

such that those in the Narrow group produced greater Area95 than those in the Wide group (P <

05).
14 Narrow BOS Wide BOS
1.2 —
f*’g 1.0 FIX
SAC
L 08
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(=) o
S 06 H
=
<
0.4 i”]
-+ o Median
0.2 O 25%-75% %] o
0.0 T Min-Max EEJ @ 5
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Figure 6. Shows the Area95 differences between eye movement conditions and states for each
BOS group (left panel, Narrow; right panel, Wide).
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Discussion

In the current study, SAC that led to a reduction in multiple CoP variables. The
associated reduction in sway was observed across different states for each group. A Wide BOS
was shown to be more stable than a Narrow BOS across eye movement conditions and states.
The F state was shown to significantly increase sway compared to NF and S, regardless of eye
movements or group.
Group Effects on Sway

As expected, narrowing the BOS consistently demonstrated more sway than placing feet
shoulder width apart. Group differences for displacement and variability of displacement in the
AP and ML directions and for Area95 revealed an overall increase in sway, not limited to ML
direction as might be expected (e.g., (Rodrigues et al. 2013). The present outcomes not only add
to the evidence that a wider BOS helps individuals reduce sway but it also indicates that a wider
BOS can help with stability under various conditions shown to decrease sway such as saccades
(Stoffregen et al. 2006) and under various states known to increase sway such as fatigue
(Thomas and Magal 2014).
Eye Movements Effects on Sway

Data from the present study support the outcomes that performing SAC movements can
further decrease postural sway compared FP (Ajrezo et al. 2013; Rodrigues et al. 2013);
(Stoffregen et al. 2006; Rougier and Garin 2007; Rodrigues et al. 2015). Performing SAC
consistently produced less sway when compared to FP for displacement and variability of
displacement in the AP and ML directions and for Area95 for NF and S states. Interestingly,
differences between eye movements only existed for fatigued participants when considering

Area95 as well as AP displacement and its variability. It appears that the higher attentional
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demands of SAC over FP (Rey et al. 2008) have limitations that do not improve medio-lateral
sway in the F state. SAC yielded the greatest influence over postural sway in the anterior-
posterior direction, which associated with the fatigued muscles needed to control these
movements. Therefore, we reasoned that the attentional demand of SAC likely yield the greatest
influence over control of the fatigued muscles and acknowledge that this hypothesis requires
further testing.
States Effects on Sway

Being fatigued delivered the greatest values in postural sway regardless of eye movement
condition. Fatiguing the ankle musculature directly influenced how individuals could control
postural sway in the anterior-posterior direction and for Area95, revealing increased sway
comparable to elsewhere (Thomas and Magal 2014). Similarities between the sway measures for
NF and S states contradict research showing that stretching can increase static standing sway
(Behm et al. 2004; Nagano et al. 2006; Hemmati et al. 2016) compared to non-stretched states.
This contradiction could result from differences in methodology; specifically, stretching
opposing versus single muscles, the degree of the stretch, and the stretch duration.
Although mean values for AP displacement and its variability for NF exceeded those for S
(Figure 4), this was only true for 18/24 participants for AP displacement and 16/24 participants
for APsd across states and eye movements, suggesting possible idiosyncratic differences among
participants. Regardless, the sway differences among states provided vital information about
control mechanism used to maintain static balance when fatigued.
Control Changes due to Acute Fatigue

Acute bouts of muscular fatigue result in reduced force output (Taylor and Gandevia

2008) and proprioception (Behm et al. 2004), both of which can increase sway and impair
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balance. Although muscular stretching can also result in reduced force output production leading
to increased static standing sway (Behm et al. 2004; Nagano et al. 2006; Hemmati et al. 2016), it
can improve position sense (Ghaffarinejad et al. 2007; Cho and Kim 2016; Walsh 2017),
potentially counteracting some or all the effects of reduced force output. Because S and F
contribute to reduced force output, the different results between these states in this study may
result from something other than a reduction in force output. While stretching does not always
positively enhance proprioception, it apparently does not diminish it (Larsen et al. 2005;
Bjorklund et al. 2006). Together these results indicate proprioception differences likely account
for the differences between states.

Various fatigue states link to a decrease in joint position sense (Seliga et al. 1991; Bottoni
et al. 2015). Researchers found that this negative affect on proprioception was a result of
damaged muscle fibers, which led to the alteration of important muscle receptors (Bottoni et al.
2015). Two muscle receptors associated with proprioception are golgi tendon organs and muscle
spindles. These receptors may be altered in a manner that diminishes their ability to provide
appropriate proprioception information. However, researchers also noted that general fatigue
probably influences how proprioceptive information is processed (Bottoni et al. 2015). Muscle
receptor alteration, processing deficiencies, or a combination of the two, may lead to decreased

proprioception and increased instability at the joint of a fatigued extremity.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, this study provided evidence that saccades may be a viable tool for
decreasing postural sway under various states and BOS stances. In contrast, being fatigued
negatively influenced postural sway. The present results support that this increased sway due to

muscular fatigue resulted from decreased proprioception.

18



References

Ajrezo L, Wiener-Vacher S, Bucci MP (2013) Saccades improve postural control: a
developmental study in normal children. PLoS One 8:e81066 doi:
10.1371/journal.pone.0081066

Behm DG, Bambury A, Cahill F, Power K (2004) Effect of acute static stretching on force,
balance, reaction time, and movement time. Med Sci Sports Exerc 36:1397-1402

Bjorklund M, Djupsjobacka M, Crenshaw AG (2006) Acute muscle stretching and shoulder
position sense. J Athl Train 41:270-274

Bottoni G, Heinrich D, Kofler P, Hasler M, Nachbauer W (2015) The Effect of Uphill and
Downhill Walking on Joint-Position Sense: A Study on Healthy Knees. J Sport Rehabil
24:349-352 doi: 10.1123/jsr.2014-0192

Cho SH, Kim SH (2016) Immediate effect of stretching and ultrasound on hamstring flexibility
and proprioception. J Phys Ther Sci 28:1806-1808 doi: 10.1589/jpts.28.1806

El-Khoury F, Cassou B, Charles MA, Dargent-Molina P (2013) The effect of fall prevention
exercise programmes on fall induced injuries in community dwelling older adults:

systematic review and meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials. BMJ 347:6234 doi:
10.1136/bmj.f6234

Fox CR (1990) Some visual influences on human postural equilibrium: binocular versus
monocular fixation. Percept Psychophys 47:409-422

Ghaffarinejad F, Taghizadeh S, Mohammadi F (2007) Effect of static stretching of muscles
surrounding the knee on knee joint position sense. Br J Sports Med 41:684-687 doi:
10.1136/bjsm.2006.032425

Hemmati L, Rojhani-Shirazi Z, Ebrahimi S (2016) Effects of Plantar Flexor Muscle Static
Stretching Alone and Combined With Massage on Postural Balance. Ann Rehabil Med
40:845-850 doi: 10.5535/arm.2016.40.5.845

Howe TE, Rochester L, Neil F, Skelton DA, Ballinger C (2011) Exercise for improving balance
in older people. Cochrane Database Syst Rev:CD004963 doi:
10.1002/14651858.CD004963.pub3

Kamitani T, Yamamoto Y, Kurita N, et al. (2017) Longitudinal Association Between Subjective
Fatigue and Future Falls in Community-Dwelling Older Adults: The Locomotive
Syndrome and Health Outcomes in the Aizu Cohort Study (LOHAS). J Aging
Health:898264317721825 doi: 10.1177/0898264317721825

Kim SY, Moon BY, Cho HG (2016) Smooth-pursuit eye movements without head movement
disrupt the static body balance. J Phys Ther Sci 28:1335-1338 doi: 10.1589/jpts.28.1335

19



Larsen R, Lund H, Christensen R, Rogind H, Danneskiold-Samsoe B, Bliddal H (2005) Effect of
static stretching of quadriceps and hamstring muscles on knee joint position sense. Br J
Sports Med 39:43-46 doi: 10.1136/bjsm.2003.011056

Ledin T, Fransson PA, Magnusson M (2004) Effects of postural disturbances with fatigued
triceps surae muscles or with 20% additional body weight. Gait Posture 19:184-193 doi:
10.1016/S0966-6362(03)00061-4

Maki BE, Mcllroy WE (1996) Postural control in the older adult. Clin Geriatr Med 12:635-658

Melzer I, Benjuya N, Kaplanski J (2004) Postural stability in the elderly: a comparison between
fallers and non-fallers. Age Ageing 33:602-607 doi: 10.1093/ageing/ath218

Mohapatra S, Krishnan V, Aruin AS (2012) Postural control in response to an external
perturbation: effect of altered proprioceptive information. Exp Brain Res 217:197-208
doi: 10.1007/s00221-011-2986-3

Nagano A, Yoshioka S, Hay DC, Himeno R, Fukashiro S (2006) Influence of vision and static
stretch of the calf muscles on postural sway during quiet standing. Hum Mov Sci 25:422-
434 doi: 10.1016/j.humov.2005.12.005

Nelson AG, Kokkonen J, Arnall DA, Li L (2012) Acute stretching increases postural stability in
nonbalance trained individuals. J Strength Cond Res 26:3095-3100 doi:
10.1519/JSC.0b013e3182430185

Nelson ME, Rejeski WJ, Blair SN, et al. (2007) Physical activity and public health in older
adults: recommendation from the American College of Sports Medicine and the
American Heart Association. Med Sci Sports Exerc 39:1435-1445 doi:
10.1249/mss.0b013e3180616aa2

Owsley C, McGwin G, Jr. (2010) Vision and driving. Vision Res 50:2348-2361 doi:
10.1016/j.visres.2010.05.021

Patel KV, Phelan EA, Leveille SG, et al. (2014) High prevalence of falls, fear of falling, and
impaired balance in older adults with pain in the United States: findings from the 2011
National Health and Aging Trends Study. J] Am Geriatr Soc 62:1844-1852 doi:
10.1111/5gs.13072

Patil R, Uusi-Rasi K, Tokola K, Karinkanta S, Kannus P, Sievanen H (2015) Effects of a
Multimodal Exercise Program on Physical Function, Falls, and Injuries in Older Women:
A 2-Year Community-Based, Randomized Controlled Trial. J] Am Geriatr Soc 63:1306-
1313 doi: 10.1111/jgs.13489

Paulus WM, Straube A, Brandt T (1984) Visual stabilization of posture. Physiological stimulus
characteristics and clinical aspects. Brain 107 ( Pt 4):1143-1163

20



Rey F, Le TT, Bertin R, Kapoula Z (2008) Saccades horizontal or vertical at near or at far do not
deteriorate postural control. Auris Nasus Larynx 35:185-191 doi:
10.1016/§.an1.2007.07.001

Rodrigues ST, Aguiar SA, Polastri PF, Godoi D, Moraes R, Barela JA (2013) Effects of saccadic
eye movements on postural control stabilization. Motriz, Rio Claro 19:614-619

Rodrigues ST, Polastri PF, Carvalho JC, Barela JA, Moraes R, Barbieri FA (2015) Saccadic and
smooth pursuit eye movements attenuate postural sway similarly. Neurosci Lett 584:292-
295 doi: 10.1016/j.neulet.2014.10.045

Rougier P, Garin M (2007) Performing saccadic eye movements or blinking improves postural
control. Motor Control 11:213-223

Seliga R, Bhattacharya A, Succop P, Wickstrom R, Smith D, Willeke K (1991) Effect of work
load and respirator wear on postural stability, heart rate, and perceived exertion. Am Ind
Hyg Assoc J 52:417-422 doi: 10.1080/15298669191364965

Skarabot J, Beardsley C, Stirn I (2015) Comparing the effects of self-myofascial release with
static stretching on ankle range-of-motion in adolescent athletes. Int J Sports Phys Ther
10:203-212

Stoffregen TA, Hove P, Schmit J, Bardy BG (2006) Voluntary and involuntary postural
responses to imposed optic flow. Motor Control 10:24-33

Strupp M, Glasauer S, Jahn K, Schneider E, Krafczyk S, Brandt T (2003) Eye movements and
balance. Ann N'Y Acad Sci 1004:352-358

Takacs J, Carpenter MG, Garland SJ, Hunt MA (2013) The role of neuromuscular changes in
aging and knee osteoarthritis on dynamic postural control. Aging Dis 4:84-99

Tanaka H, Uetake T (2005) Characteristics of postural sway in older adults standing on a soft
surface. J Hum Ergol (Tokyo) 34:35-40

Taylor JL, Gandevia SC (2008) A comparison of central aspects of fatigue in submaximal and
maximal voluntary contractions. J Appl Physiol (1985) 104:542-550 doi:
10.1152/japplphysiol.01053.2007

Thomas KS, Magal M (2014) How Does Physical Activity Impact Postural Stability? Novel
Physiotherapies 4

Thomas NM, Bampouras TM, Donovan T, Dewhurst S (2016) Eye Movements Affect Postural

Control in Young and Older Females. Front Aging Neurosci 8:216 doi:
10.3389/tnagi.2016.00216

21



Voelcker-Rehage C, Godde B, Staudinger UM (2011) Cardiovascular and coordination training
differentially improve cognitive performance and neural processing in older adults. Front
Hum Neurosci 5:26 doi: 10.3389/fnhum.2011.00026

Walsh GS (2017) Effect of static and dynamic muscle stretching as part of warm up procedures
on knee joint proprioception and strength. Hum Mov Sci 55:189-195 doi:
10.1016/.humov.2017.08.014

22



VITA
Matthew Alan Yeomans, born in Bitburg, Germany, worked as a lab intern for a
biomechanics lab in North Carolina while earning his bachelor’s degree from East
Carolina University. This sparked his interest in all aspects of motor behavior. After

completing his master’s degree, he will begin working on his doctorate.

23



	Saccades Attenuate Postural Sway Despite Muscular Fatigue Negatively Influencing Proprioception
	Recommended Citation

	Microsoft Word - Yeomans_Thesis.docx

