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treated this species as a rare autumn migrant on New Providence, and 
Bond (1971b) listed it as a rare transient in the West Indies.

Dendroica dominica (Linnaeus): Yellow-throated Warbler.
Records: Acklins*, West Plana Cay, Mayaguana, Great Inagua; iii the

Caicos Islands on Providenciales* and South Caicos; iii the Turks Islands 
on Grand Turk.

Status: Relatively uncommon winter visitor, but fairly common in
migration. Extreme dates: 22 August (Mayaguana CBC-1891), 26 March
Providenciales* 1978).

Subspecies: Three subspecies of 1). dominica breed in North America—
D. ji. albilora Ridgway (iii the Mississippi Valley and adjacent areas),
D. d. stoddardi Sutton (in northwestern Florida), and I), ji. dominica 
(east of the ranges of stoddardi and albilora). A fourth subspecies,
I). <1. flavescens Todd, is endemic to the Little Bahama Bank where it is 
a permanent resident; however, I have seen examples of all three 
continental subspecies collected in the Antilles and the Bahamas 
outside of breeding season.

Most individuals of I), dominica that overwinter in, or migrate 
through, the Bahamas are members of the nominate subspecies. The first 
and previously only, record of D. d̂. albilora iii the Bahamas was reported 
by Schwartz and Klinikowski (1963). I have also assigned to this 
subspecies a specimen of I), dominica that I collected on Providenciales 
(LSUMZ 71514, preserved in alcohol) on 23 February 1972; it lacks a 
yellow supraloral spot and measures 12.5 mm along the exposed culmen.

A specimen from Great Inagua (AS 1422) and one from Grand Turk (AS 
1545) were identified as D. d. stoddardi by Schwartz. These individuals
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may have been visitors from northwestern Florida, but Ficken et al.
(1968) found that Yellow-throated Warblers in the pinewoods of the Delaware- 
Maryland-Virginia peninsula, also have the diagnostic characters of 
stoddardi and would be assigned to that subspecies on the basis of 
morphology.

Dendroica pensylvanica (Linnaeus): Chestnut-sided Warbler.
Records: Mayaguana*— one individual in breeding plumage observed

on 14 May 1972; one specimen collected on 1 October 1976, and several 
others seen during the period 1-12 October 1976.

Status: Uncommon transient; apparently more numerous in fall than
in spring.

Dendroica striata (Forster): Blackpoll Warbler*
Records: Bird Rock on 16 October (Bonhote, 1903a), East Plana Cay

in October C-F, Mayaguana* in the period 30 September-19 October 1976,
Great Inagua on 29 November (MHC-1973) and in the period 16-23 May (CBC- 
1891).

Status: Common fall transient, but scarce during spring migration.

Dendroica discolor (Vieillot): Prairie Warbler.
Records: Acklins, Mayaguana, Great Inagua, Little Inagua*; in the

Caicos Islands on Providenciales, North Caicos, Middle Caicos, East 
Caicos, and South Caicos*; in the Turks Islands on Grand Turk.

Status: Common winter visitor and transient (reported most
frequently in March). Extreme dates: 24 August (Mayaguana CBC-1891),
14 April (Great Inagua* 1977).
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Remarks: Only members of the nominate subspecies have been reported 
from the Bahamas. D. cl. paludlcola Howell is a very weakly differentiated 
subspecies that breeds in peninsular Florida and the Keys and has been 
reported as a winter visitor on Cuba and St. Croix (Bond, 1S56).

Dendroica kirtlandii (Baird): Kirtland's Warbler.
Records: Crooked on 11, 12, and 22 March 1973 (Radabaugh, 1974),

Great Inagua whence seen by James Bond on 8 March in some year between 
1935 and 1940 (fide Mayfield, 1960); in the Caicos Islands on North 
Caicos (one female seen near Beliefield Landing on 10 February 1978 
MHC). Cory (1892b) reported this species from North, Middle, and 
East Caicos islands, but see remarks below.

Status: Rare winter visitor.
Remarks: The reports of D. kirtlandii from Crooked Island and

Great Inagua are based on sight records of apparently one bird in each 
case. I have seen one female (Cory 15939-FMNH 8016) collected in the 
Caicos Islands by Cyrus Winch on 9 January 1891. This specimen, like 
all of Winch's Caicos material that I have examined, bears no additional 
locality data. Cory (1891a) stated that Winch collected two Kirtland's 
Warblers in the Caicos Islands, but I have not been able to locate a 
second specimen or even an entry for it in Cory's catalog. Also, I have 
not found any voucher specimens or references to sightings that would 
corroborate the records of D. kirtlandii from North, Middle, and East 
Caicos specifically listed by Cory (1892b).

Dendroica palmarum (Gmelin): Palm Warbler.
Records: Crooked , Fortune, Acklins, West Plana Cay, East Plana Cay,
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Mayaguana*, Great Inagua, Little Inagua; in the Caicos Islands on 
Providenciales, Parrot Cay*, North Caicos, Middle Caicos, East Caicos, 
South Caicos*, Big Ambergris Cay*, and Little Ambergris Cay*; in the 
Turks Islands on Grand Turk.

Status; Abundant winter visitor. Extreme dates: 29 September
(Mayaguana* 1976), 14 June (Great Inagua KB-1976).

Remarks: Only individuals of the nominate subspecies have been •
recorded in the southern Bahamas.

Seiurus aurocapillus (Linnaeus): Ovenbird.
Records: Crooked*, Fortune*, Acklins, East Plana Cay, Mayaguana*,

Great Inagua, Little Inagua*; in the Caicos Islands on West Caicos*, 
Providenciales*, North Caicos, Middle Caicos, East Caicos, and South 
Caicos; in the Turks Islands on Grand Turk.

Status: Common winter visitor; usually found in woodlands and dense
scrub. Extreme dates: 19 September (Great Inagua CBC-1891), 15 May
(Great Inagua CBC-1891).

Remarks: The subspecies £. £. furvior Batchelder of Newfoundland,
S_. £. canivirens Burleigh and Duvall of the southeastern United States, 
and jS. £. aurocapillus of most of northeastern North America, have been 
reported in the Bahamas (Burleigh and.Duvall, 1952). I have not studied 
variation in this species, but Monroe (1968) placed both furvior and 
canivirens in the synonymy of the nominate subspecies.

Seiurus noveboracensis (Gmelin): Northern Waterthrush.
Records: Crooked, Acklins*, West Plana Cay (a waterthrush in dense

mangroves tentatively identified as this species MHC-1976) ,
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Mayaguana*, Great Inagua, Little Inagua*; in the Caicos Islands on 
Providenciales*, Pine Cay, Middle Caicos*, and East Caicos*; in the 
Turks Islands on Grand Turk.

Status: Common winter visitor; most numerous in mangrove swamps.
Extreme dates: 18 August (Grand Turk ACW-1977), 14 May (Great Inagua
CBC-1891).

Remarks t The name Seiurus noveboracensis notabilis Ridgway was 
proposed for populations of Northern Waterthrush in northwestern and 
north-central North America. Both this subspecies and S. n. v 
noveboracens is (breeding populations in northeastern North America) 
have been reported from the Bahamas (Ridgway, 1902; Todd and Worthington, 
1911; Hellmayr, 1935), the latter in greater numbers. Eaton (1957), 
however, studied geographic variation among Northern Waterthrushes 
collected on their breeding grounds and he recommended that j>. 
noveboracens is be treated as a monotypic species.

Oporornis agilis (Wilson): Connecticut Warbler.
Records: Mayaguana*— several individuals seen during the first two 

weeks of October 1976, one specimen collected on 2 October 1976.
Status: Brudenell-Bruce (1975) listed this species as a rare migrant

on New Providence.

Oporornis formosus (Wilson): Kentucky Warbler.
Records: Great Inagua*— one individual observed at close range for

several minutes on 29 December 1976; in the Turks Islands on Grand Turk 
(ACW— sight records for 27 August 1975 and 24 September 1976).
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Status: Probably an uncommon but regular transient, at least in

the fall. The 29 December record from Great Inagua may pertain to an 
overwintering individual. Bond (1971b) and Brudenell-Bruce (1975) 
listed this species as a rare transient in the Bahamas.

Geothlypis rostrata Bryant: Bahama Yellowthroat.
Records: Little Inagua— two individuals observed by Mary H. Clench,

14-15 March 1976.
Status: Vagrant (?).
Remarks: Geothlypis rostrata is an uncommon to common resident in

the northern Bahamas on Grand Bahama, Abaco, Andros, New Providence, 
Eleuthera, and Cat islands (Brudenell-Bruce, 1975). Mary H. Clench 
(pers. comm.) saw one individual on Long Island, at the southern end 
of the Great Bank, on 22 March 1976► One individual was reported in 
Florida (Sykes, 1974), but Bond (1977) cast some doubt on this 
identification. Post (1978) included the Bahama Yellowthroat among 
the names of warblers he observed in Puerto Rico, but I believe that 
additional documentation is needed before this species can be accepted 
as a member of the Puerto Rican avifauna, even as a vagrant.

Geothlypis trichas (Linnaeus): Common Yellowthroat.
Records: Crooked*, Acklins*, Mayaguana*, Great Inagua, Little

Inagua*; in the Caicos Islands on West Caicos*, Providenciales*, North 
Caicos*, Middle Caicos*, East Caicos*, and South Caicos*; in the Turks 
Islands on Grand Turk and Long Cay*.

Status: Fairly common winter visitor. Extreme dates: 30 September
(Mayaguana* 1976), 12 May (Great Inagua CBC-1891).
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Remarks; Two subspecies of Yellowthroats have been reported from 

the Bahamas as winter visitors or transients from the continent— G. £. 
brachydactyla (Swainson) of northeastern North America, and the nominate 
subspecies, which breeds in much of the southeastern United States. 
Geothlypis trichas brachydactyla is said to differ from the latter mainly 
in having a longer wing and more extensive yellow pigmentation on the 
venter (Ridgway, 1902). Parkes (1954), however, after comparing specimens 
from within the breeding range of both these subspecies, stated that 
"individual variation within a given geographic area is fully as great as 
observed geographic trends in variation" and he synonymized brachydactyla 
with G. t_. trichas. This taxonomic treatment was also adopted by Bond 
(1956) and the American Ornithologists' Union (1957), but Bond (1974) 

later stated that G. Jt. brachydactyla is a valid subspecies and is 
distinguished from trichas by those characters given by Ridgway (1902).

In wing length 22 male Yellowthroats, (collected in May and June) from 
Massachusetts (brachydactyla) that I examined range from 52.0 to 60.0 mm 
(x « 57.0), whereas five males (1 collected in April, 3 in May, and 1 in 
June) from Washington I). £. (trichas) range from 51.0 to 56.0 mm (x =
54.2). Nine males (taken in the months March through May) from the 
Bahamas range from 53.0 to 60.0 mm (x « 56.3) and six of these fall 
within the zone of overlap between the Massachusetts and the U. C. 
samples. The yellow pigmentation on the venter tends to be brighter and 
more extensive in specimens from Massachusetts than in those from D. C.; 
the Bahaman specimens are more similar to the latter. Although 

the D. C. sample is quite small, my comparisions suggest that there is 
broad overlap chromatically and mensurally between brachydactyla and
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trichas, and I follow Parkes (1954) and the American Ornithologists'
Union (1957) in treating G. jt. brachydactyla as a synonym of (3. £. 
trichas.

Wilsonia citrina (Boddaert): Hooded Warbler.
Records: Acklins* (one seen on 11 March 1973), East Plana Cay in

late October (C-F), Mayaguana* (one specimen collected and several others 
seen in a Black Mangrove swamp during the period 9-16 October 1976),
Great Inagua on 29 November (Bond, 1974); in the Turks Islands on Grand 
Turk on 28 January 1961 (Schwartz and Klinikowski, 1963).

Status: Scarce winter visitor; uncommon transient.

Setophaga ruticilla (Linnaeus): American Redstart.
Records: Crooked*, Acklins*, East Plana Cay, Mayaguana*, Great

Inagua, Little Inagua*, in the Caicos Islands on West Caicos*, 
Providenciales*, Parrot Cay*, North Caicos*, Middle Caicos*, and East 
Caicos*; in the Turks Islands on Grand Turk.

Status: Fairly common winter visitor. Extreme dates: 29 September
(Great Inagua* 1976), 18 May (Great Inagua, CBC-1891).

Remarks: The subspecies S>. jr. tricolors (Muller) and jS. jr. ruticilla
were listed as winter residents in the West Indies by Bond (1956), but 
Monroe (1968) presented evidence for placing £. jr. tricolora in the 
synonymy of the nominate subspecies and for treating T?. ruticilla as a 
monotypic species.

Family COEREBIDAE 
Honeycreepers 

Coereba flaveola (Linnaeus): Bananaquit.
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Records: Samana Cay*, Crooked, Fortune, Acklins, Fish Cay, Guana

Cay, West Plana Cay, East Plana Cay, Mayaguana, Booby Cay, Great Inagua, 
Little Inagua; in the Caicos Islands on West Caicos, Providenciales, Bay 
Cay*, Water Cay, Pine Cay, Ft. George Cay, Stubbs Cay, Parrot Cay*, North 
Caicos, Middle Caicos, East Caicos, South Caicos; in the Turks Islands 
on Grand Turk, Cotton Cay*, and Salt Cay.

Stattis: Common to abundant resident.
Variation: Specimens of £. flaveola from the Bahamas, £. £.

bahamensis (Reichenbach), are larger in body size, and have a paler 
throat and less yellow on the venter (abdomen grayish white) than those 
from the Greater Antilles, including £. f_. sharpei (Cory) in the Cayman 
Islands, £. _f. flaveola (Linnaeus) on Jamaica, £. _f. bananivora (Gmelin), 
on Hispaniola, £. £. nectarea Wetmore on Tortue, and £. £. portoricensis 
(Bryant) on Puerto Rico. I have not examined £. £. nectarea but Wetmore 
(1929a) indicated that specimens from Tortue have a darker throat and 
foreneck than do those from Hispaniola.

Individuals of £. flaveola: from the northern Bahamas have, on the 
average, shorter bills than do those from the southern Bahamas; Figure 11 
summarizes data on the length of exposed culmen in 90 males. Although 
there is no overlap in bill length between males from the Little Bahama 
Bank and those from the Caicos Bank, the measurements of males from 
geographically intermediate islands show that bill length increases 
clinally from north to south. Females average slightly smaller than do 
males in this character and show the same clinal variation; six females 
from New Providence average 13.5 mm in bill length and 13 females from 
the Caicos Bank average 14.8 mm in this character.
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I found no appreciable geographic differences among these samples 

in pigmentation, wing length, or tail length. Wing length averages 
64.3 mm in 19 males from New Providence and 63.7 mm in 10 males from 
the Caicos Bank. Six females from New Providence and 13 from the Caicos 
Bank average 62.0 mm and 61.5 mm, respectively, in this character.
In tail length, 22 males from New Providence average 42.2 mm and eight 
males from the Caicos Bank average 42.5 mm; among females the means are 
40.8 mm in seven specimens from New Providence and 39.9 mm in 13 - 
specimens' from the Caicos Bank.

Todd (in Todd and Worthington, 1911) indicated that the flesh around 
the gape is "whitish" in specimens from Great Inagua and red in those 
from New Providence. I do not have color notes on the soft parts of 
specimens that I collected in the southern Bahamas but can recall that 
many of these individuals had red pigmentation on the skin at the base 
of the bill; presently, pink coloration is barely evident in some of 
these study skins.

I do not find any differences among Bahaman populations of C>. 
flaveola that I believe would justify the recognition of more than one 
subspecies in this region.

Family THRAUPIDAE 
Tanagers

Spindalis zena (Linnaeus): Stripe-headed Tanager.
Records: Crooked*, Acklins, West Plana Cay, Mayaguana, Great ....

Inagua, Little Inagua*; in the Caicos Islands on Providenciales*.
Status; Uncommon to locally common resident.



Remarks; I have discussed the distribuion and taxonomic status of 
populations of this species elsewhere (Buden, in press)— Spindalis zena 
zena is present in the southern Bahamas as well as on the Great Bahama 
Bank. Other subspecies are S. z. townsendi Ridgway on the Little 
Bahama Bank, £. _z. pretrei (Lesson) on Cuba and the Isle of Pines, £. 
salvini Cory on Grand Cayman, z» dominicensis (Bryant) on Hispaniola 
and Gonave, £. z. portoricensis (Gryant) on Puerto Rico, £. js. 
nigricephala (Jameson) on Jamaica, and S. z. benedicti Ridgway on Cozumel 
Island.

Piranga olivacea (Gmelin): Scarlet Tanager.
Records : Grand Turk— reported within the period 13-19 May 1971

(Bond, 1971a).
Status: Brudenell-Bruce (1975) indicated that this species is

occasionally found on New Providence during migration and Bond (1971b). 
stated that it is a rare transient in the West Indies generally.

Piranga rubra (Linnaeus): Summer Tanager.
Records: Mayaguana*— one male seen on 6 October 1976; in the Turks

Islands on Grand Turk (ACW— sightings on 12 October 1975, and 18 
September 1977).

Status: Probably scarce but regular fall transient.
Subspecies: Piranga rubra rubra.

Family ICTERIDAE 
Orioles and Allies 

Molothrus ater (Boddaert): Brown-headed Cowbird.



147
Records: Great Inagua— one male observed by Karen Bjorndal on

6 August 1976 (Bond, 1977, 1978a).
Status: Vagrant (?); reported twice before in the Bahamas on New

Providence (Brudenell-Bruce, 1975).

Icterus galbula (Linnaeus): Baltimore Oriole.
Records: Acklins*, Mayaguana*; in the Turks Islands on Grand Turk.
Status: Probably an uncommon transient. Fall dates: 6 October

(Grand Turk ACW-1976) and on unspecified date(s) in October on Grand 
Turk (Bond, 1971a); Spring dates: 11 March (Acklins* 1973), 14 May
(Mayaguana* 1972).

Dolichonyx oryzivorus (Linnaeus): Bobolink.
Records: Crooked*, Mayaguana*, Great Inagua; in the Turks Islands

on Grand Turk.
Status: Apparently a fairly common fall transient— I observed

flocks of up to 50 individuals nearly everyday on Mayaguana during the 
period 30 September to 19 October 1976, and Arthur C. Watson (pers. 
comm.) observed flocks on Grand Turk on 7 October 1976 and on 29 
September 1977. Scarce in spring migration; reported on 3 May (Crooked* 
1972) and 12 May (Great Inagua CBC-1891).

Family EMBERIZIDAE 
Grosbeaks, Grassqiiits and Buntings 

Pheucticus ludovicianus (Linnaeus): Rose-breasted Grosbeak.
Records: Crooked*, Mayaguana*, Great Inagua (BB,*); in the Caicos

Islands on Providenciales* and North Caicos*; in the Turks Islands on
Grand Turk (ACW,*).
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Status: Uncommon winter visitor; somewhat more numerous as a

transient. Extreme dates: 5 October (Mayaguana* 1976), 15 May (Great
Inagua* 1972).

Guiraca caerulea (Linnaeus): Blue Grosbeak.
Reoords: Mayaguana* (one specimen collected on 30 September 1976,

many others seen during the first three weeks of October 1976); in the 
Caicos Islands on Providenciales* (one seen on 30 March 1975).

Status: Probably a fairly common fall transient, but scarce during
spring migration. I do not know of any winter records of the Blue 
Grosbeak in the southern Bahamas, but Bond (1971b) listed this species 
as a rare transient and winter resident in the West Indies.

Subspecies: Guiraca caerulea caerulea (Linnaeus)

Passerina cyanea (Linnaeus): Indigo Bunting.
Records: Crooked*, Mayaguana*, Great Inagua; in the Caicos Islands

on Providenciales*, North Caicos*, and Middle Caicos*; in the Turks 
Islands on Grand Turk.

Status: Uncommon to fairly common winter visitor, often abundant
during spring and fall migration. Extreme dates: 27 September (Grand
Turk ACW-1976), 8 June on Grand Turk (Bond, 1971a).

Loxigilla violacea (Linnaeus): Greater Antillean Bullfinch.
Records: Crooked*, Acklins, Mayaguana (?), Great Inagua, Little

Inagua*; in the Caicos Islands on North Caicos (?), Middle Caicos, and 
East Caicos.

Status: L. violacea is a fairly common resident in dense scrub, and
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woodlands on most of the larger islands in the southern Bahamas, but its 
distribution there is somewhat spotty.

Remarks on distribution: Cory (1892a) included Mayaguana among the
islands whence specimens of L. violacea had been taken by Winch in 1891. 
Although most of Winch's (= also Cory's) southern Bahama material now is 
at the Field Museum of Natural History, I did not find any specimens of 
L. violacea from Mayaguana there, nor did I find any entries for such 
specimens in the Field Museum catalog, or in Cory's personal catalog.
The collection and catalogs were reexamined for me by Dianne Maurer of 
the Field Musueum staff with similar results. Furthermore, I spent a 
total of 29 days on Mayaguana (7-14 May 1972, 29 September-19 October 
1976) without seeing a Bullfinch there, and Bartsch and his associates 
apparently did not see any L. violacea during four days there in July 
1930. In the absence of any substantial evidence proving that L. 
violacea inhabits, or did inhabit, Mayaguana I believe that reports of 
its presence there should be treated as questionable.

Cory (1892b) also reported the presence of L. violacea on North, 
Middle, and East Caicos Islands. I found only one specimen from the 
Caicos Islnds (no other locality given)in the Field Museum collection, 
and only one FMNH specimen from these islands was.listed by Hellmayr 
(1938). I saw L. violacea frequently on Middle and East Caicos, but 
did not see this species anywhere else on the Caicos Bank. L. violacea 
was fairly common in dense scrub and woodlands on the west end of East 
Caicos during my visits there in January 1972, and in February and March 
1976, but I did hot see any individuals at the more xeric and sparsely 
vegetated eastern end (about 15 km away) during the period 30 March to
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2 April 1978. The absence of L. violacea on the eastern end of East 
Caicos may be attributed to a lack of suitable habitat, or perhaps to 
recency of colonization from the west and insufficient time for spread 
to the eastern end. In view of the fact that L. violacea has been known 
from the Caicos Islands since the late 1800's, however, the latter 
possibility seems the less likely of the two.

That I did not see any Bullfinches during my 42 days on North Caicos, 
and that Mary H. Clench did not see any there during 10 days in February 
1978, is particularly surprising because this inland is separated from 
Middle Caicos by a channel only several hundred to a thousand meters wide. 
The presence of L. violacea on North Caicos is expected on grounds of 
proximity to thriving populations and the availability of apparently 
suitable habitat, but in the absence of more conclusive documentation I 
treat Cory's record of the presence of this species there (Cory, 1892b) 
as a questionable one.

Variation: Bond (1956) recognized five subspecies of Loxigilla
violacea as follows: L. v. violacea (Linnaeus) in the Bahamas, L. v.
ruficollis (Gmelin) on Jamaica, L. v. affinis (Ridgway) on Hispaniola, 
as well as on Gonave and Saona (islands off the western and southeastern 
coasts of Hispaniola, respectively), L. v» maurella Wetmore on Tortue 
(off the northern coast of Hispaniola), and L. v. parishi Wetmore on t 
Ile-a-Vache, Beata, and Catalina (islands off the southwestern south- 
central, and southeastern coasts of Hispaniola, respectively). Schwartz 
and Klinikowski (1965) treated specimens from Catalina as members of the 
subspecies L. v. affinis, and Bond (1969) agreed with this change.
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Also, Paynter (1970) assigned populations on Gonave and Saona, in 
addition to the population on Tortue, to the subspecies L. v. maurella.

Subspecies of L. violacea are distinguished principally by slight 
differences in size (indicated mainly by wing and tail measurements) 
and slight differences in coloration. According to measurements given 
by Ridgway (1901) and Wetmore (1929b, 1931) a list of these subspecies 
in decreasing order of size reads maurella, ruficollis, violacea, 
affinis, and parishi. Except for a reversal in the order of the first 
two names, this sequence also would follow from the means of measurements 
I give in Figures 12 and 13. The ranges in variation among samples from 
the Bahamas and Hispaniola are given in Table 16; ranges for samples 
from the satellite islands off the coast of Hispaniola are in Table 17.

Specimens that I examined from Tortue (maurella) and Jamaica 
(ruficollis) are very similar in all mensural characters (Figure 12), 
however, in addition to their large size, adults of L. v. ruficollis 
are characterized by lustreless, gray-black coloration. Also, immatures 
of this subspecies are much darker (more olive and brown, less gray or 
white) than are those of any other population of L. violacea.

The three males from Tortue (L. v. maurella) that 1 examined are 
glossy black. These specimens have longer wings than do those from 
Hispaniola and its other satellite islands, as well as nearly all those 
from the Bahamas— one specimen from Cat Island is as large as the smallest 
specimen from Tortue. In tail length, bill length, bill width, and bill 
depth the Tortue material overlaps broadly with specimens from the 
Bahamas and Hispaniola. Bond (fide Paynter, 1970) indicated that 
specimens from Tortue, Gonave, and Saona are indistinguishable from each
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other; Paynter (1970) elected to include these three populations within 
the subspecies L. v. maurella. My samples from Gonave, Catalina, 

and Saona, however, mensurally are near the upper extreme of the range of 
variation in the Hispaniolan sample; two of nine males from Gonave are 
the only specimens in these samples that exceed the upper limit of the 
Hispaniolan sample in wing length, and by only one millimeter in each 
case. I include populations on these three islands within the range of 
L. v. affinis. Also, I include the population on Tortue in this 
subspecies, although a case could be made for maintaining L. v. maurella 
as a valid subspecies on the basis of longer wing length and larger 
body size (in study skins) in the few specimens available from Tortue.

L. v. parishi, which is known from Ile-a-Vache and Beata, supposedly 
is distinguished from all other populations of L. violacea by its 
smaller size (Wetmore, 1931). However, the ranges in wing length in 
six males from Ile-a-Vache and in four males from Beata are at the 
lower limits of the range of variation in 46 males from Hispaniola. In 
tail length, the range in four males from Ile-a-Vache also is bracketed 
by that of 46 males from Hispaniola, but the range in four males from 
Beata barely overlaps that of the Hispaniolan sample. In total length, 
bill length, bill width, and bill depth the Ile-a-Vache and Beata 
specimens both are within the range of variation of the Hispaniolan 
sample, and near the lower limits of those ranges. The one female from 
Ile-a-Vache, and the two from Beata that I examined correspondingly are 
similar to females from Hispaniola. I do not believe that the Ile-a-Vache 
population is sufficiently distinct from that of Hispaniola to warrant 
nomenclatoral recognition, and I treat L. v. parishi as a synonym of
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L. v. affinis. Although Individuals from Beata (at least males) tend 
to be smaller than those from Ile-a-Vache, I do not believe that 
differences between my samples from Hispaniola and Beata justify the 
proposal of a new subspecies name and I also include Beata within the 
range of L. v. affinis.

Samples from the Little Bahama Bank and Great Bahama Bank generally 
are similar to each other in mensuration although specimens from Cat 
Island tend to be slightly larger in wing and tail length than do those 
from elsewhere in the Bahamas (Figures 12 and 13). Among specimens from 
the southern Bahamas the small sample from Crooked-Acklins (three 
females) also is similar to those from the more northern islands. 
Individuals from the Caicos Bank, however, average smaller in wing 
length, tail length, total length, and bill width than do those of any 
other sample of two or more specimens (Figures 12 and 13). The small 
size of the Caicos specimens also is evident when their measurements 
are compared to those of the combined Bahaman samples and the Hispaniolan 
sample (Table 16). Specimens from the-Great Inagua are intermediate in 
size between Caicos and the Great Bank samples; mensurally they are 
closer to specimens from Hispaniola (Figures 12 and 13). This variation 
among Bahaman samples is not clinal; individuals from the Little Bahama 
Bank, in the northernmost part of the archipelago, average about the 
same size as those from Inagua, whereas the largest birds are from Cat 
Island, near the middle of the island chain.

In coloration, specimens (particularly males) from Hispaniola tend 
to be darker (more black than gray) and more glossy than do those from


