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c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e i r  p h ila n d e r in g  o r  b ecause  t h e i r  m eals w ere n o t re a d y ; 

a t  th e  same tim e th e  e l i t e  women w ere c lo i s t e r e d  w ith  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  

and s e r v a n ts ,  and t h e i r  u n iv e rs e  d id  n o t  go f a r  beyond t h e i r  own 

th re s h h o ld .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e  Am erican occupation - has p la y ed  

a r o le  in  im proving  th e  s t a t u s  o f  women, a t  l e a s t  i n  th e  more p r i v i ­

leg ed  c l a s s ,  b u t  th e  p e a sa n t woman and th e  woman o f  th e  u rb an  p ro ­

l e t a r i a t  la r g e ly  em ancipated  them selves th ro u g h  t h e i r  im p o rtan t 

economic r o l e .  The p e a sa n t woman p a r t i c i p a t e s  a c t i v e ly  in  th e  e co ­

nomic l i f e  o r  h e r  fa m ily . Not o n ly  does she  ru n  th e  home and g iv e  a 

hand in  th e  f i e l d s ,  she a ls o  a c ts  as th e  t r e a s u r e r  o f  th e  fa m ily .

L ik e  h e r  a n c e s to r ,  th e  G uinea C o as t m arke t woman, she  b e l l s  th e  

p ro d u c t o f  th e  lan d  and does th e  buy ing  f o r  th e  fa m ily . Her c o n s ta n t  

t r i p s  to  th e  m a rk e ts , som etim es f a r  d i s t a n t ,  h e r  h ig h  d eg ree  o f  i n t e r ­

a c t io n  makes h e r  much more ev o lu e  (ev o lv ed  « w o rld ly )  th a n  th e  m ales 

o f  h e r  fa m ily . Hence phe i s  more in d ep en d en t a lth o u g h  sh e  does n o t 

c o n te s t  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  m ale head o f  th e  h o u seh o ld . N o n e th e le s s , 

h e r  im p o rta n t econom ic r o le  has e s t a b l i s h e d  a  l a t e n t  b u t e f f e c t i v e  

e g a l i t a r ia n i s m  in  r u r a l  H a i t ia n  f a m i l ie s .  L ik ew ise , th e  p r o l e t a r i a n  

woman engaged in  p e t t y  r e t a i l i n g  f o r  w hich  she  has a  rem arkab le  a p t i ­

tu d e  i s  among th e  m ost a g g re s s iv e  e lem en ts  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .  O ften  

sh e  i s  th e  head  o f  h e r  fa m ily  and w h ile  she  m igh t s h a re  h e r  ho u seh o ld  

w i th  a  s e r i e s  o f  more o r  l e s s  tem porary  common-law sp o u se s , sh o u ld  th e

■^George E. Sim pson, "S exual and F a m il ia l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  in  N o rth e rn  
H a i t i , "  Am erican A n th ro p o lo g is t ,  44 (1 9 4 2 ), p .  662.
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man le a v e  she rem ains th e  o n ly  perm anent p ro v id e r  and a u th o r i ty  f ig u r e

f o r  th e  c h i ld r e n .

In  th e  rem ain ing  c la s s e s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  s t i l l  l i n g e r  on,

e s p e c ia l l y  in  th e  p r o v in c ia l  tow ns, T h ere  a re  mores w hich  g u ide  th e

b e h a v io r  o f  women b u t w hich  d o n 't  ap p ly  to  men. Work and r e c r e a t io n a l

a c t i v i t i e s  a re  d iv id e d  more s t r i c t l y  a lo n g  sex  l i n e s .  The woman's

r o le  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  la r g e ly  to  t h a t  o f  m other and h o u sew ife . Double

s ta n d a rd s  o f  sex  a re  more r i g i d  wijth. l e f t  o v er o f  machismo and -the

accom panying v i r g i n i t y  com plex. The f a th e r  i s  a more dom inant f ig u r e ;

a  d a u g h te r  w i l l  seldom  m arry  a g a in s t  th e  w i l l  o f  h e r  f a t h e r .  T here

a re  anachronism s o f  chaperonage and o ld  fa s h io n  c h iv a l r y ,  d o 's  and

d o n 't s ,  f o r  in s ta n c e  women o f te n  e a t  s e p a r a te ly  from  th e  men by fo rc e  
11

o f t r a d i t i o n .  However th e s e  t r a d i t i o n s  a re  g ra d u a lly  chang ing  and 

th e  g e n e ra l  a t t i t u d e  to  th e  changing  r o le  and s t a t u s  o f women i s  n o t 

i n f l e x i b l e .  Women have th e  s u f f r a g e  and p a r t i c i p a t e  in c r e a s in g ly  in  

c iv i c  a f f a i r s  b u t th ey  s t i l l  have a long  way to  go b e fo re  th e y  a t t a i n  

th e  s t a tu s  and freedom  o f  N orth  Am erican women.

Among th e  p r o v in c ia l  b o u rg e o is ie ,  th e  m idd le  c la s s  and th e  
low er c l a s s ,  women do n o t  c u s to m a rily  e a t  w ith  men. T his w r i t e r  has 
asked  many tim es h i s  h o s te s s e s  why th e y  would n o t s i t  down and e a t  
w ith  th e  men and t h e i r  g u e s t .  The answ ers w ere alw ays th e  same: 
"T here  i s  no re a so n  n o t to ,  i t  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  a  r u l e ,  i t  i s  s im p ly  th a t  
I  am too  busy  s u p e rv is in g  th e  s e rv a n ts  to  s e e  t h a t  e v e ry th in g  i s  
se rv ed  r i g h t  and I  p r e f e r  to  e a t  a f t e r  w ith  th e  c h i ld re n  when a l l  i s  
d o n e ."
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i

D* C h ild re n  and S o c ia l i z a t i o n

1. I l l e g i t im a c y

The v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  H a i t ia n  c h i ld r e n  a re  b o rn  o u t o f  w edlock 

w ith o u t b e in g  n e c e s s a r i ly  v ic t im iz e d  by t h e i r  s t a t u s  as n a tu r a l  

c h i ld r e n ,  f o r  no s p e c ia l  s tig m a  i s  a t ta c h e d  to  i l l e g i t im a c y .  Of 

c o u rse  a  le g i t im a te  c h i ld  has a  h ig h e r  s t a t u s .  N a tu ra l  c h i ld r e n  a re  

o f  two ty p e s .  F i r s t  a re  th o se  re c o g n ize d  by  t h e i r  f a th e r ,  who w i l l  

b e a r  h i s  name and c o n se q u e n tly  e n jo y  th e  same l e g a l  r ig h t s  as l e g i t im a te  

c h i ld r e n .  I n  many c a se s  i l l e g i t i m a t e  s t a t u s  i s  o n ly  a  m a tte r  o f  o f f i ­

c i a l  re c o rd  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  known by o th e rs  o u ts id e  th e  p rim ary  g ro u p . 

The second ty p e  i s  a n a tu r a l  c h i ld  n o t re c o g n ize d  by h is  f a th e r  

becau se  he i s  a lr e a d y  m a rr ie d  o r  re fu s e s  to  c la im  th e  c h i ld  as h i s  own. 

L e g a lly  th e  c h i ld  i s  a d u l t e r in e ,  c a l l e d  p o p u la r ly  e n fa n t  en dehors 

( o u ts id e  c h i ld )  and ta k e s  th e  name o f  h is  m other a lth o u g h  many ta k e  

t h e i r  f a t h e r 's  name i f  th e  l a t t e r  has re c o g n ize d  them a f f e c t i v e l y .

C ases a r e  f a i r l y  common in  th e  low er c la s s e s  o f  women g iv in g  b i r t h  to

c h i ld r e n  who a re  th e  f r u i t s  o f  tem porary  l i a i s o n s  o r  prom iscuous

12b e h a v io r  and th e  c h i ld  v ag u e ly  o r  n e v e r  knows h is  f a t h e r .  These 

women m igh t have under th e  same ro o f  s e v e r a l  c h i ld r e n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  

f a th e r s  p lu s  a common-law husband w ith  h is  own p ro g en y , th u s  th e  make­

up o f t h e i r  ho u seh o ld  i s  q u i te  h e te ro g e n e o u s . C h ild re n  a re  seldom  

abandoned by b o th  f a th e r  and m other a lth o u g h  r e c e n t ly  in  P o r t - a u -P r in c e

■^An o ld  m i l i t a r y  le a d e r  who has been  s ta t io n e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  
c o u n try  b o a s te d  to  t h i s  w r i t e r  o f  h av in g  f a th e r e d  ab o u t 70 c h i ld r e n .
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th e  P u b lic  H o s p i ta l  was d e c ry in g  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  had o v e r 200 

c h i ld r e n  abandoned .by  m others who a f t e r  d e l iv e r y  escaped  th e  h o s p i t a l  

le a v in g  t h e i r  n ew ly -b o m  b e h in d . However, t h i s  i s  a  c o m p ara tiv e ly  

new phenomenon due in  no sm a ll p a r t  to  th e  w re tch ed  p o v e r ty  o f  th e  

c a p i t a l ' s  slum s and th e  h ig h e r  d eg ree  o f  anonym ity p r e s e n t  in  th e  

c i t y .  A doption  has n e v e r been  fo rm a lly  acknow ledged in  H a i t ia n  

laws f o r  unknown re a so n s , b u t th e  p r a c t i c e  i s  n o t  d isco u rag e d  and 

ta k e s  p la c e  in fo rm a l ly .  A doptions g e n e r a l ly  o c cu r betw een members o f  

an ex ten d ed  o r  c lo s e ly  a l l i e d  f a m il ie s  in c lu d in g  god c h i ld r e n .  When i t  

occu rs  a c ro s s  c la s s  l in e s  such  as  a  member o f  th e  e l i t e  a d o p tin g  a  p e a ­

s a n t  c h i ld ,  th e  a d o p tin g  p a re n ts  may be v ic tim s  o f  b la c k m a il .  At 

s e v e ra l  o c c a s io n s  th e  n a tu r a l  p a re n ts  have w a ite d  f o r  th e  a d o p tin g  

p a re n ts  to  become e m o tio n a lly  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  c h i ld  and th e n  e x t r a c te d  

money from them by th r e a te n in g  to  w ithdraw  th e  c h i ld .

W idespread  i l l e g i t im a c y  in  H a i t i  can  be u n d e rs to o d  in  th e  l i g h t  

o f  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s .  F i r s t  i s  th e  absence  o f  r i g i d  l e g a l  monogamous 

s ta n d a rd s ,  and th e  l a x i t y  o f  th e  se x u a l m ores. A nother re a so n  i s  th e  

ig n o ran ce  by th e  g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  fem ale  p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  most 

ru d im en ta ry  form  o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l ,  and th e  in d i f f e r e n c e  o f  th e  m ale 

to  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n c e p tio n . L a s t ly  c h i ld r e n  a re  e a s i l y  tak en  

c a re  o f  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  and an a d d i t io n a l  c h i ld  in  an ex ten d ed  

househo ld  does n o t  r e p re s e n t  new r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o r  new h a rd s h ip s .

Of c o u rse  th e  long  ran g e  consequences o f  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r  i s  an

a c c e le r a te d  p o p u la tio n  grow th in  an a lr e a d y  o v e rp o p u la ted  a re a  and

th e  b u rden  o f  h a rd sh ip  f a l l s  d is p r o p o r t io n a te ly  on th e  fem ale  p o p u la t io n :
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As long  as th e  ^ H a i t i a n /  man can  b e g e t c h i ld r e n  h e re  and 
th e r e  w ith o u t f e a r  o f  s a n c t io n ,  w ith o u t ta k in g  th e  e n t i r e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  as long  as he  can  sh a re  h is  fa v o rs  w ith  
s e v e r a l  c o n cu b in es , th e  ^ H a i t i a n /  woman w i l l  rem ain  a 
s la v e  fo rc e d  to  t o i l  p a in f u l ly  f o r  th e  m ain tenance  o f  h e r  
c h i ld r e n  and expose h e r s e l f  th ro u g h  p o v e r ty  to  th e  lo w est
d e p th  o f  d e g r a d a t i o n .^

2 . S o c ia l iz a t i o n

Few p eo p le  in  H a i t i  r a t i o n a l i z e  on th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o r  non­

d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  h av in g  c h i ld r e n .  C h ild re n  come and a re  a cc e p ted  as 

p a r t  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  laws o f  l i f e .  N o n e th e le s s , c h i ld r e n  a re  c o n s id e re d  

an  economic a s s e t ,  a  s e c u r i ty  f o r  o ld  ag e , and a so u rc e  o f  p r id e .  I n  

a l l  s t r a t a  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  c h i ld r e n  a re  b ro u g h t up v ery  s t r i c t l y .  

R esp ec t and ob ed ien ce  a re  s t r e s s e d .  Punishm ents a re  h a rs h  and c o rp o ra l  

c h a s tis e m e n t f r e q u e n t .  The c h i ld  i s  in c lu d e d  in  many a d u l t  a c t i v i t i e s  

b u t  ta u g h t n o t to  d is tu r b  a d u l t s ,  to  be  seen  b u t  n o t to  be h e a rd . By 

A m erican m idd le  c la s s  s ta n d a rd s , how ever, th e  H a it ia n  c h i ld  i s  somewhat 

c a s u a l ly  ta k e n  f o r  g ra n te d  in  th e  sen se  t h a t  he i s  n o t th e  c e n te r  o f  

a t t e n t i o n  once he outgrow s th e  " c u te "  s ta g e  n o r  th e  cau se  o f  b u rd en ­

some s a c r i f i c e s .  E xc lud ing  th e  m o th e r, th e  p re se n c e  o f  c h i ld r e n  does 

n o t  change g r e a t ly  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  o th e r  members o f  th e  fa m ily  and 

c e r t a i n l y  n o t t h a t  o f  th e  f a t h e r .  R e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  a re  sh a re d  by 

th e  u s u a l ly  la rg e  ho u seh o ld  in c lu d in g  a u n ts ,  o ld e r  s ib l i n g s ,  g ran d ­

p a re n ts  o r  s e r v a n ts .

B ouchereau, ojj. c i t . , p . 237.
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14S o c ia l i z a t i o n  Among th e  P e a sa n ts

The woman o f  th e  m asses goes ab o u t h e r  d a i ly  ch o res  up to  th e  

l a s t  days o f  p reg n an cy  and o c c a s io n a l ly  g iv e s  b i r t h  o u ts id e  h e r  home, 

on th e  ro ad  o r  a t  th e  m a r k e t . . I n  any c a se s  p a r t u r i t i o n  o ccu rs  in  

g e n e r a l ly  u n s a n i ta r y  c o n d i t io n s . ^  A f te r  d e l iv e r y  th e  p la c e n ta  i s  

b u r ie d  so  t h a t  no one can ta k e  i t  f o r  m ag ica l p u rp o se s ; th e  c h i ld  

i s  wrapped in  a  tow el and a  charm i s  hung around  h is  neck  to  w ard 

o f f  e v i l  s p i r i t s .  A s e l f - t r a i n e d  m idw ife u s u a l ly  a s s i s t s  th e  m other 

and c h i ld  f o r  th e  f i r s t  week, a f t e r  w hich  th e  m other goes back to  

h e r  norm al d u t i e s .  The baby i s  n e v e r  l e f t  a lo n e . He s le e p s  w ith  h is  

m other and she  ta k e s  him w ith  h e r  w henever she  can o r  le av e s  him w ith  

a  member o f  th e  h o u seh o ld . The baby i s  a lm o st alw ays b r e a s t  fe d  and 

a t  th e  age o f  th r e e  months s t a r t s  e a t in g  p re m a s tic a te d  s o l id  fo o d .

He i s  g e n e r a l ly  weaned around 15 to  24 months o r  e a r l i e r  i f  th e  m other 

i s  e x p e c tin g  a g a in .  A f te r  t h a t  no s p e c ia l  d i e t  is .  p la n n e d . The 

i n f a n t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  b a p t iz e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  b i r t h ,  h i s  b a p tism a l 

c e r t i f i c a t e  o f te n  a c tin g ^ a s  h i s  b i r t h  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  The p a re n ts  a re  

v e ry  p e rm is s iv e  ab o u t t o i l e t  t r a i n i n g .  The c h i ld  u r in a te s  any p la c e  

i n  th e  h o u se , and i t  i s  c le a n e d  o f f  w ith  l i t t l e  s c o ld in g . He i s

^ B a se d  on th e  s tu d y  by F ran ces  W. Underwood and c o rro b o ra te d  by 
th e  o b s e rv a tio n s  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r .  See F ran ces  Underwood, Irm a Honigmann, 
"A Com parison o f  S o c ia l iz a t i o n  and P e r s o n a l i ty  in  Two Sim ple S o c i e t i e s , "  
American A n th ro p o lo g is t ,  49 (1 9 4 7 ), p p . 557-77 .

•^ H a itia n  p e a s a n t  women o f te n  have t h e i r  b a b ie s  s ta n d in g  u p .
T h is  w r i t e r  h e a rd  o f  one p a r t i c u l a r  c a se  o f  h a rd  d e l iv e r y  when a  h e a te d  
s to n e  was a p p l ie d  on th e  back  o f  th e  neck  o f  th e  p a t i e n t  who, cau g h t 
by s u r p r i s e ,  c o n tra c te d  v io l e n t ly  from  th e  p a in  th u s  sp eed in g  d e l iv e r y .
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T mtrnMimxS.-r,

g e n e r a l ly  t o i l e t - t r a i n e d  by f iv e  y e a rs  o ld  when he i s  f u l l y  c lo th e d  

in s te a d  o f  w earin g  o n ly  a  lo o se  s h i r t .  T here  i s  an absence  o f  p r e s ­

s u re  to  make him  w alk o r  speak e a r ly  b u t th e  w o rld  o f  th e  c h i ld  i s  

h ig h  in  d a i ly  i n t e r a c t i o n  in  a  v e ry  v e rb a l  m il ie u ,  so he le a rn s  

e a r ly .  D ire c t  a t t e n t i o n  and s u p e rv is io n  a re  g iv en  u n t i l  th e  f i f t h  

y e a r .  By th a t  tim e  th e  c h i ld  has m aste red  h i s  p h y s ic a l  and s o c ia l  

environm ent w hich p re s e n ts  few d a n g e rs . Then he g ra d u a te s  r a th e r  

a b ru p t ly  from a  p e rm is s iv e  w o rld  w here he i s  th e  c e n te r  o f  a t t e n t i o n  

to  a  s t e r n  w o rld  o f  a d u lt- im p o se d  d i s c i p l i n e  w here t r a n s g r e s s o r s  a re  

w hipped h a r s h ly .  The c h i ld  i s  a s s ig n e d  an economic r o l e  e a r ly .  P la y  

a c t i v i t i e s  a re  l im ite d  to  f r e e  tim e . Sex d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o ccu rs  w ith  

ass ig n m en t o f  t a s k s .  L i t t l e  g i r l s  w atch  o v e r younger s i b l i n g s ,  f e tc h  

w a te r ,  accompany t h e i r  m other on w ash ing  o r  m ark e t e x p e d i t io n s .  The 

l i t t l e  boy w i l l  accompany h is  f a th e r  to  th e  f i e l d ,  ta k e  c a re  o f  sm all 

a n im a ls , ru n  e r ra n d s .  G i r l s  w i l l  s le e p  in  one a r e a ,  boys in  a n o th e r  

and p la y  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  a ls o  be sex  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .  L i t t l e  money 

i s  sp e n t on c h i ld r e n  b u t more w i l l  be s p e n t on boys who a re  g e n e r a l ly  

fa v o re d . T here i s  no fo rm al sex  e d u c a tio n ; th e  la c k  o f  p r iv a c y  in  

th e  househo ld  a llo w s th e  c h i ld  to  know th e  f a c t s  o f  l i f e  e a r l y .  T here  

seems to  be  a  c o n s id e ra b le  amount o f  sex  e x p e r im e n ta tio n  b e fo re  

p u b e rty  and sex  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  c o n s id e re d  fun  r a th e r  th a n  w icked .

A f te r  p u b e rty  th e  g i r l s  a r e  w atched more c lo s e ly .  T here  i s  l i t t l e  

d is p la y  o f  a f f e c t io n .  The H a it ia n  m asses n e v e r  d is p la y  a f f e c t io n  

o v e r t ly .  They d o n 't  k i s s  b u t embrace s y m b o lic a lly .

Summing up th e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p ro c e ss  o f  th e  c h i ld  o f  th e  H a i t ia n
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m asses: h i s  i n f a n t  d i s c i p l i n e  i s  weak w hereas h is  c h i ld  d i s c i p l i n e

is  s e v e re ;  th e re  i s  a  n o ta b le  ab sen ce  o f  com pulsive t o i l e t  t r a i n i n g ,  

due in  p a r t  to  th e  p r im i t iv e  p h y s ic a l  m il ie u  w ith  i t s  la c k  o f 

l a t r i n e s ;  th e re  i s  no r i g i d i t y  e i t h e r  in  th e  sex  a r e a .  Due to  th e  

n a tu r a l  h a n d lin g  o f  th e s e  two b a s ic  p rob lem s, l i t t l e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l 

s t r e s s  i s  p r e s e n t .  B ut o th e r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s t r e s s e s  a re  p r e s e n t  

su ch  as h u n g er, la c k  o f  p e r s o n a l iz e d  a t t e n t i o n ,  a n o -nonsense  app roach  

to  d i s c i p l i n e ,  r e s u l t i n g  o f te n  in  a r b i t r a r y  punishm ents by e ld e r s .

The H a i t ia n  c h i ld  grows up in  a g ro u p -o r ie n te d  s o c ie ty  w ith  c o n s ta n t  

i n t e r a c t i o n  w ith  th e  members o f  h i s  community. He u n d e rs ta n d s  h is  

a ss ig n e d  r o l e  in  th e  group e a r ly ,  has a  f e e l in g  o f  b e lo n g in g  from  

w hich he d e r iv e s  a  sen se  o f s e c u r i t y .

16S o c ia l iz a t i o n  Among th e  P r iv i le g e d  

Among th e  p r iv i le g e d  c la s s e s  o f  H a i t i ,  nam ely th e  b o u rg e o is ie  

and th e  u p p e r m idd le  c l a s s ,  women g iv e  b i r t h  e i t h e r  in  a h o s p i t a l  o r  

in  t h e i r  home a tte n d e d  by a p h y s ic ia n  o r  a  l ic e n s e d  m idw ife . The 

new m other i s  th e  o b je c t  o f  much s o l i c i t u d e  and many g i f t r b e a r in g  

v i s i t o r s  c a l l  upon h e r .  The new ly b o m , d re s s e d  in  hand -em bro idered  

c lo th e s ,  h as  i t s  own c r ib  and a  nursem aid  o r  c h i ld  s e rv a n t  i s  a s s ig n e d  

to  w atch  o v e r  i t .  The m other b r e a s t - f e e d s  th e  baby f o r  n in e  to  

tw e lv e  months b u t i f  sh e  works weans him e a r l i e r .  She spends a  l o t  

o f tim e  w ith  him, fo n d le s  him and s u p e rv is e s  a l l  th e  a c t i v i t i e s

•^Based on th e  s tu d y  by M adele ine  S y lv a in  Bouchereau and c o r r o ­
b o ra te d  by th e  o b s e rv a tio n s  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r .  See C hap ter I I I ,  
B ouchereau, oj>. c i t .
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r e l a t i n g  to  th e  baby . By th e  tim e  he i s  th r e e  months o ld  he i s  i n t r o ­

duced to  o th e r  fo o d s , im ported  baby foods i f  th e  fa m ily  can a f f o r d  i t ,  

o th e rw ise  c a r e f u l ly  p re p a re d  b la n d  fo o d s . Women o f t h i s  c la s s  have 

a ten d en cy  to  o v e rfe e d  t h e i r  baby to  make them look chubby. The 

in f a n t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  b a p tiz e d  th e  f i r s t  month and i t  i s  th e  o c c a s io n

f o r  an e la b o r a te  c e le b r a t io n  w i th  th e  chosen  god p a re n ts  ta k in g  t h e i r  

17r o le  s e r io u s ly  and c o n t r ib u t in g  to  th e  c o s t  o f  th e  a f f a i r .  T o i l e t  

t r a in in g  b e g in s  v e ry  e a r ly .  The c h i ld  i s  t r a in e d  n o t to  wake up 

th e  househo ld  a t  a l l  hou rs  o f  th e  n ig h t  and i s  p u n ish ed  i f  he  does n o t 

c o n tr o l  h i s  b la d d e r  and bow els by two y e a rs  o ld .  He i s  th e  c e n te r  

o f  a t t e n t i o n  and i s  encouraged  to  le a r n  to  speak  and w alk  e a r ly .

P eo p le  a r e  c o n s ta n t ly  te a c h in g  him new F ren ch  w ords and he g e n e r a l ly  

e x p re sse s  h im s e lf  in  F ren ch  and u n d e rs ta n d s  c r e o le  by th e  age o f  

fo u r .  He has to y s  and p lay m ates  to  keep  him o c cu p ie d . T here  i s  

l i t t l e  s ex  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  betw een g i r l s  and boys u n t i l  sch o o l age 

ex c e p t t h a t  more fu s s  i s  made o v e r th e  c lo th e s  and th e  app earan ce  o f  

g i r l s .  T h e ir  e a r s  a re  p ie rc e d  l i k e  a l l  H a i t ia n  g i r l s  and hours a re  

s p e n t a r ra n g in g  t h e i r  h a i r  in  c o m p lic a te d  h a i r d o s .  M ost sch o o ls  a re  

se g re g a te d  by sex  and c o n se q u e n tly  p laym ates and p la y  a c t i v i t i e s  ten d  

to  be d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  on th e  b a s is  o f  s e x , a d iv is io n  w hich becomes

17'T he i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  god p a re n ts  i s  im p o r ta n t in  a l l  s t r a t a  o f  
H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .  I t  i s  th e  l e a s t  im p o r ta n t when i t  i s  a c ro ss  c la s s  
l i n e s .  Then i t  becomes a form o f  e x p lo i t a t i o n  by w hich th e  l e s s  f o r ­
tu n a te  seek  god p a re n ts  f o r  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  more p r iv i le g e d  
c la s s  to  have a  p r o te c to r  and to  r e c e iv e  p e r io d ic  g i f t s ,  w hereas th e  
god p a re n ts  te n d s  to  a c c e p t th e  honor p a t e m a l i s t i c a l l y  w ith o u t p ay in g  
much a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e i r  many p o o r god c h i ld r e n .
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more pronounced each  y e a r .  O th e r a c t i v i t i e s  c o n s i s t  o f  p r iv a te  

le s s o n s  in  p ia n o , p a in t in g  and d ancing  f o r  l i t t l e  g i r l s ,  w hereas 

l i t t l e  boys a re  l e f t  f r e e  to  o rg a n iz e  t h e i r  own p la y  a c t i v i t i e s .

T here  i s  a  n o ta b le  absence  o f  any work a c t i v i t i e s .  The weekends a re  

d evo ted  to  v i s i t i n g ,  fam ily  o u t in g s ,  chu rch  and th e  m ovies. Among 

th e  e l i t e ,  e la b o r a te  c h i ld r e n ’ s p a r t i e s  and c h i ld r e n ’s b a l l s  a r e  

o rg a n iz ed  w here th e y  m eet o th e r  c h i ld r e n  o f  t h e i r  c l a s s .  L ike  a l l  

c h i ld r e n ,  H a i t ia n  c h i ld r e n  o f  th e  more p r iv i le g e d  c la s s  a re  demo­

c r a t i c  and w i l l  p la y  w ith  anyone, b u t  by th e  tim e th e y  a re  o f  sc h o o l 

ag e , an e f f o r t  i s  made to  r e s t r i c t  them to  c h i ld re n  o f  t h e i r  own 

s o c i a l  background , e s p e c ia l l y  to  th o s e  who speak  good F rench  and have 

good m anners. W hile p a re n ts  and s e rv a n ts  have a ten d en cy  to  be in d u l ­

g en t to  th e  c h i ld  in  h is  e a r ly  y e a r s ,  d i s c i p l in e  becomes s t r i c t e r  

as he grow s. He le a r n s  e a r ly  t h a t  w h a tev e r m isb eh av io r he m igh t g e t  

away w ith ,  he has to  conform  to  th e  two fundam ental r u le s  o f  H a i t ia n  

e d u c a tio n : r e s p e c t  and p o l i t e n e s s  to  a d u l ts  and i n s t a n t  o b ed ience

to  h i s  p a r e n ts ;  o th e rw ise  he w i l l  be c h a s t i s e d  c o r p o r a l ly  and p sy ­

c h o lo g ic a l ly .  A f fe c t io n a te  d is p la y  i s  en cou raged . The H a i t ia n  c h i ld  

o f  t h a t  c la s s  a u to m a tic a l ly  k i s s e s  and shakes hands w ith  any v i s i t o r s .  

As th e  young g i r l  approaches p u b e r ty , she  i s  c a r e f u l ly  s u p e rv ise d  and 

ch ap ero n ed . Young boys g ra d u a te  from  s h o r t  p a n ts  to  long  p a n ts  as 

t h e i r  v o ic e  changes and a re  g iv en  much freedom . T here  i s  no sex  ed u ­

c a t io n  a t  home. I t  i s  n o t c o n s id e re d  p ro p e r  to  d is c u s s  such m a tte r s  

betw een p a re n ts  and c h i ld r e n .  The boys w i l l  have th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  

experim en t w ith  g i r l s  o f  th e  low er c la s s e s  b u t  a g i r l ,  i f  she m a rr ie s
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v e ry  e a r ly ,  m igh t be  r a th e r  n a iv e  abou t th e  f a c t s  o f  l i f e ,  a lth o u g h  

sh e  i s  ta u g h t in  h e r  a d o le sc en c e  th e  a r t  o f  ru n n in g  a  home and b e in g  

a d e c o r a t iv e  w if e .

Summing up th e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p ro c e ss  o f  th e  c h i ld  o f  th e  p r i v i ­

leg ed  c l a s s :  h is  in f a n t  d i s c i p l i n e  i s  more r ig o ro u s  th an  t h a t  o f  th e

m asses b u t  he does n o t  go th ro u g h  an a b ru p t change d u rin g  h i s  c h i l d ­

hood. H is s o c i a l i z a t i o n  i s  g ra d u a l u n t i l  he re a ch e s  th e  age o f  re a so n . 

T here  i s  a  n o ta b le  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een th e  u p b rin g in g  o f  boys and 

g i r l s .  G ir l s  a re  s u p e rv is e d , p ro te c te d  and g iv e n  a  somewhat ro m an tic  

e d u c a tio n  in  view  o f  making a  good m a rr ia g e , w hereas boys a re  g iv en  a  

much w id e r  l a t i t u d e  i n . t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  as long  as th e y  o b se rv e  th e  

decorum o f  r e s p e c t in g  and obeying  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  T here  i s  a  n o ta b le  

absence  o f  u t i l i t a r i a n  a c t i v i t i e s  d e s ig n e d  to  d ev e lo p  a sen se  o f 

i n i t i a t i v e ,  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  work and p r a c t i c a l  know ledge. E a r ly  in  

t h e i r  l i v e s  c h i ld r e n  a re  made aware o f  s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  and a re  

ta u g h t  th e  v a lu e s  and a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e i r  c l a s s .  They a ls o  grow up in  

a  g ro u p -o r ie n te d  s o c ie ty  w ith  c o n s ta n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  b u t i t  i s  r e s t r i c t e d

•to th e  members o f  t h e i r  fa m ily  and c l a s s .

183 . C h ild re n  in  D o m e stic ity

Thousands o f H a i t ia n  c h i ld r e n  a re  in v o lv e d  in  a  c u r io u s ly  b a r ­

b a r ic  and w id e ly  p r a c t ic e d  i n s t i t u t i o n  known as  c h i ld r e n  in  d o m e s t ic i ty  

o r  g r a tu i to u s  d o m e s t ic i ty .  T hese dom estic  c h i ld r e n  o r  t i  moune, as

*®Much o f  th e  d a ta  ab o u t c h i ld r e n  in  d o m e s t ic i ty  came from  a s tu d y  
made in  1962 by Mr. C laude and E r ic  S y l l a ,  s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  
o f  H a i t i ,  under th e  s u p e r v is io n  o f t h i s  w r i t e r .
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th ey  a re  c a l l e d ,  l iv e  a l i f e  o f  s e r v i l i t y  n o t  f a r  removed from  v

s la v e ry  ex ce p t t h a t  th e y  have th e  ad v an tage  o f  ch o o sin g  t h e i r  own 

d e s t in y  once th e y  re a c h  th e  age  o f  re a so n  and become aware o f  t h e i r  

s e r v i l e  c o n d i t io n .  A few rem ain  i n  t h i s  c o n d it io n  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  

l i v e s .  The i n s t i t u t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  f a m i ly 's  ta k in g  in  one o r  more 

p e a s a n t c h i ld r e n  a t  an e a r ly  age and g iv in g  them u rb an  "en lig h ten m en t"  

in  exchange f o r  t h e i r  g r a tu i to u s  s e r v ic e s  as s e r v a n ts .  T h is i n s t i t u ­

t i o n ,  p ro b ab ly  a  v e s t ig e  o f  c o lo n ia l  s la v e r y ,  has s in c e  th r iv e d  on 

th e  p o v e rty  o f  th e  m asses b u t has d e g en e ra te d  in to  a  v e r i t a b l e  

c h i ld r e n  m ark e t. W hile some fa m il ie s  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

to  th e  c h i ld  and a re  even m o tiv a te d  by h u m a n ita r ia n  re a so n s , more
1 g

c o n s id e r  th e  p r a c t i c e  as an in e x p e n s iv e  way o f  g e t t in g  s e r v a n ts .

H a it ia n  p e a s a n try  i s  th e  v a s t  r e s e r v o i r  from w hich  th e  u rban  b o u r ­

g e o is i e ,  m idd le  c la s s  arid even  p r o l e t a r i a t  draw  t h e i r  dom estic  

c h i ld r e n .  P e a sa n t f a m il ie s  who e n te r  in to  th o s e  v o lu n ta ry  agreem ents 

do n o t r e a l i z e  th e  consequences o f  t h e i r  a c t .  G e n e ra lly  coming from 

th e  m ost o v e rp o p u la ted  and u n d e rn o u rish e d  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  c o u n try ,

th ey  a re  pe rsu ad ed  th a t  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  w i l l  b e  b e t t e r  p ro v id ed  f o r

m a te r ia l ly ,  w i l l  be  e n lig h te n e d  by u rb an  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  w i l l  a c q u ire  

some e d u c a tio n , th e  good m anners and s a v o ir  f a i r e  o f  c i t y  f o lk .  O ther 

m is led  p e a sa n ts  n o t m o tiv a te d  by s h e e r  p o v e r ty  a c tu a l ly  th in k  th e y

I Q
?T h is  a u th o r  i s  n o t in  agreem ent w ith  H e rsk o v itz  who c o n s id e rs  th e  

i n s t i t u t i o n  as an  example o f  a d o p tio n  complex i n  Negro c u l tu r e .  See 
M e lv i l le  J .  H e rsk o v itz , L ife  in  a  H a i t ia n  V a lle y  (New York: A. A.
Knopf, 1937), p .  103.,
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a re  e n te r in g  some s o r t  o f  f r e e  b o a rd in g  sch o o l ty p e  o f  a rrangem ent 

by w hich  th e  c h i ld  g e ts  h i s  room and b o a rd  in  exchange f o r  w ork ing . 

The p r in c ip l e  c au se s  f o r  th e  phenomenon o f  c h i ld re n  in  d o m e s t ic i ty  

l i e s  in  economic underdevelopm en t, la c k  o f  sch o o ls  in  r u r a l  a r e a s ,
j '  ;

th e  e c o lo g ic a l  d is e q u i l ib r iu m  in  some re g io n s  w here n o t  enough

food can  be r a i s e d  to  fe e d  everybody , th e  ig n o ran ce  o f  p e a s a n ts ,

and th e  p a s s iv e  a cq u ie sce n c e  o f  th e  u rb an  p o p u la tio n . The number

o f  t i - mounes has in c re a s e d  in  r e c e n t  y e a rs  e v e r  s in c e  th e  d e v a s ta -

20t i o n  o f  H u rrican e  H azel i n  1954 and th e  co n tin u o u s  economic c r i s i s  

o f  th e  l a s t  decade .

C h ild re n  o f  b o th  sex es  a re  p la c e d  in  d o m e s tic ity  from  th e  age o f  

sev en . T here  i s  a  s o r t  o f  t a c i t  agreem ent betw een th e  p a re n ts  o f 

th e  c h i ld  and h is  fu tu r e  " p r o te c to r ” by w hich  th e  l a t t e r  ta k e s  on 

th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  p a re n ts  as long  a s  th e  c h i ld  makes h im s e lf  

u s e f u l .  Sometimes th e  c h i ld  i s  o f f e re d  by th e  p e a sa n t h im s e lf  o r  

town p e o p le  v i s i t  th e  c o u n try  i n  q u e s t  o f  c h i ld r e n  " th e y  w ish  to  

e d u c a te ."  Sometimes p a re n ts  v i s i t  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  in  d o m e s t ic i ty  o r  

send them e x tra - fo o d  and i t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  custom ary  f o r  th e  c h i ld  to  

r e tu r n  home once a  y e a r .  H is work c o n s i s t s  o f  g e t t in g  up e a r ly  in  

th e  m orning to  sweep and mop th e  h o u se , g e t  w a te r , run  e r r a n d s ,  w atch  

o v er younger c h i ld r e n ,  p la y  w ith  them , and engage in  w h a tev e r u s e f u l  

a c t i v i t i e s  he can h an d le  depending  on h is  a g e . A ll  too  o f te n  h e  does

2® It i s  known t h a t  a f t e r  H u rr ic a n e  H aze l, c h i ld re n  w ere s o ld  in  
th e  re g io n  o f  Je rem ie  f o r  25 c t s .  o r  $1 .0 0  w ith  t h e i r  b i r t h  c e r t i f i ­
c a te s  .
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a l l  th e  jo b s  c o n s id e re d  b e n ea th  th e  d ig n i ty  o f  th e  members o f  th e

fa m ily . He i s  o f te n  s e v e re ly  p u n ish ed  when he f a i l s  a t  h i s  t a s k s .

Being d e fe n s e le s s  he o f te n  becomes th e  w hipp ing  boy o f  th e  h o u seh o ld .

T h rash in g s  a r e  m o tiv a te d  by w ra th  r a th e r  th a n  by c o r r e c t io n .  When

he i s  young th e r e  i s  a  f r a t e r n a l  r e l a t io n s h ip  betw een him and th e

c h i ld r e n  o f  h is  m a s te r  b u t as th e  c h i ld r e n  grow o ld e r  th ey  p e rc e iv e

h i s  s o c i a l  i n f e r i o r i t y ,  c o n se q u e n tly  th e  f r ie n d s h ip  co o ls  o f f  and

th e y  demand h is  s e r v ic e s  as t h e i r  p a re n ts  d o . T i -mounes a r e  n o ta b ly

abused  in  th e  low er c la s s  f a m il ie s  w here th e y  a re  o f te n  t r e a t e d  as

b e a s ts  o f  b u rd en , s e n t  o u t in  th e  s t r e e t s  to  p e d d le , and no a t t e n t i o n

21i s  g iv en  to  t h e i r  s c h o o lin g . I n  th e  h ig h e r  c la s s  f a m il ie s  th ey  

a r e  g e n e r a l ly  much b e t t e r  t r e a t e d  and th e y  a re  g iv en  tim e o f f  to  go 

to  s c h o o l. However i t  i s  o n ly  in  a  few e n lig h te n e d  homes t h a t  th e  

c h i ld  g e ts  more th a n  he g iv e s .  The v a s t  m a jo r i ty ,  i f  th e y  go to  

sc h o o l a t  a l l ,  go to  i n f e r i o r  and overcrow ded sch o o ls  w here th e y  

le a r n  l i t t l e ,  a r e  d is c r im in a te d  a g a in s t  and have l i t t l e  tim e f o r  

homework b ecau se  o f  t h e i r  d u t i e s .  They a re  n o ta b ly  p o o rly  fe d  f o r  

t h e i r  p h y s ic a l  app earan ce  even a f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a rs  c o n t r a s t s

21Tlie w orse c ase  t h i s  w r i t e r  w itn e s se d  was t h a t  o f  a  c h i ld  o f  
seven  who was a  dom estic  in  a  sm a ll b o a rd in g  house in  J e re m ie . The 
c h i ld  was up b e fo re  dawn and s t a r t e d  th e  day by em ptying th e  chamber 
p o ts  o f  a l l  th e  g u e s ts .  She was reprim anded  a l l  day long  and h e r  t e a r s  
cau sed  f u r t h e r  t h r e a t s .  Her w ardrobe c o n s is te d  o f  two t a t t e r e d  d re s s e s  
and she d id  n o t own a  p a i r  o f  sh o e s . She was " to o  young" to  go to  
sc h o o l a cc o rd in g  to  th e  m anager b u t  o ld  enough to  be w ashing  g la s s e s  
in  th e  b a r  u n t i l  p a s t  10 p .m . She s l e p t  on two o ld  b la n k e ts  in  th e  
h a llw ay . The m anagers who in c id e n t ly  showed them selves th e  m ost 
g ra c io u s  h o s t  d u rin g  th e  s ta y  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e  c h i ld  
was much b e t t e r  o f f  w ith  them th a n  w here she  came from and owed them 
a d e b t o f  g r a t i tu d e .
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s t r i k i n g l y  w ith  t h a t  o f  th e  m a s te r ’s c h i ld r e n  o f  th e  same ag e .

G e n e ra lly  th ey  e a t  a lo n e  s q u a t t in g  in  th e  c o u r ty a rd  w ith  a  p l a t e  in

t h e i r  hand o r  in  a c o m e r  o f  th e  k i tc h e n  when i t  r a i n s .  They e a t

22w hat i s  l e f t  a ftefc  th e  fa m ily  has e a te n  even  sous -b a rb e s  as th ey  

c a l l  th e  le f to v e r s  from  th e  p l a t e  o f  t h e i r  m a s te r .  T h e ir  c lo th e s  

a re  th e  hand-me-downs o f  th e  fa m ily ; r a r e l y  som ething  new i s  bought 

f o r  them . L i t t l e  c o n s id e ra t io n  i s  g iv en  to  t h e i r  p e rs o n a l  n e e d s .

They a re  on c a l l  tw e n ty -fo u r  h ou rs a  day . O ften  th e  t i - moune has 

no q u a r te r s  o f  h is  own and s le e p s  on a  s tra w  m at on th e  f lo o r  o f  th e  

l iv in g  room w hich p re v e n ts  him from r e s t in g  d u rin g  th e  day and a t  

n ig h t  he has to  w a it  u n t i l  th e  l iv in g  room i s  v a ca te d  b e fo re  r e t i r i n g .  

When he i s  s ic k  th e  fa m ily  p ro v id e s  him w ith  ru d im en ta ry  m ed ica l c a re  

b u t i f  i t  i s  s e r io u s  th e y  send him back  home to  h is  p a r e n ts .  T i - 

mounes a re  c o n s ta n t ly  made to  f e e l  t h a t  th e y  a re  th e  b e n e fa c to rs  o f  

th e  system , t h a t  th ey  sh o u ld  be g r a t e f u l .  I f  o n e .o f  them , t i r e d  o f  

a b u se , runs away, o f te n  h is  p a re n ts  b r in g  him back u n d e r th e  i l l u s i o n  

t h a t  th e  c h i ld  i s  an in g r a te ,  u n a p p re c ia t iv e  o f  w hat i s  b e in g  done 

f o r  him . O c c a s io n a lly  a c ts  o f  r e b e l l io n  le a d  to  more s e r io u s  co n se ­

q u en ces . From tim e to  tim e a  b r u t a l  b e a t in g  w hich  r e s u l t s  in  in ju r y  o r  

s e x u a l m o le s ta t io n  by an a d u l t  comes to  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  p u b l ic  b u t 

th e  H a i t ia n  m il ie u  b e s e t  a lr e a d y  by so  many problem s does n o t c o n s id e r  

c h i ld r e n  in  d o m e s t ic i ty  as a  m ajor s o c i a l  p rob lem .

9 9AAC reo le  e x p re s s io n  f o r  l e f to v e r s  on a p e rs o n ’s p l a t e  m eaning 
l i t e r a l l y  "u n d er th e  b e a rd ."
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The consequences o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  a re  d e f i n i t e l y  d e tr im e n ta l  

to  th e  dom estic  c h i ld .  The v e n ee r o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  he a c q u ire s  does 

him more harm th a n  good. Hungry, he le a r n s  to  f i l c h ;  f e a r in g  h a rsh  

p un ish m en ts, he becomes a  m a s te r  o f  d e c e i t ,  o f  cu n n in g n ess ; he 

a c q u ire s  a  m e n ta l i ty  o f  s e r v i l i t y  w hich s n u f fs  o u t h i s  sen se  o f i n i ­

t i a t i v e  and r e in f o r c e s  h is  i n f e r i o r i t y  com plex. One can n o t d is c o u n t  • 

th e  leg acy  o f  b i t t e r n e s s  w hich  w arps th e  mind o f  many p e rso n s  who 

grew up as ti-m o u n es . P r a c t i c a l l y  e v e ry  ju v e n i le  d e l in q u e n t  in  

th e  house o f c o r r e c t io n  in  P o r t - a u - P r in c e ,  a cc o rd in g  to  r e c o rd s ,  was 

a t  one tim e  a d o m estic  c h i ld .  Young dom estic  g i r l s  s w e ll  th e  ranks 

o f  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  som etim es s t a r t i n g  a t  th e  age o f 13 a f t e r  b e in g

23i n i t i a t e d  by t h e i r  m a s te rs  o r  th e  sons o r  f r ie n d s  o f  t h e i r  m a s te rs ,  

o r  r e tu r n  home p re g n a n t w ith  a  c ash  s e t t le m e n t .  Very few become 

" e n lig h te n e d "  a d u l ts  as t h e i r  p a re n ts  had hoped, o r  have  been a b le  

to  c lim b th e  s o c ia l  la d d e r .  The S o c ia l  W elfa re  I n s t i t u t e  o f  H a i t i  

i s  aware o f  th e  prob lem  o f  c h i ld r e n  in  d o m e s t ic ity  b u t  t h e i r  hands 

a re  t i e d  by la ck  o f  fu n d s . The day when r u r a l  s c h o o ls  w i l l  be ad e­

q u a te  and p o v e r ty  n o t  so  endem ic th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  r e g r e s s .  P e a ­

s a n ts  in  zones o f  r e l a t i v e  p r o s p e r i ty  r e f u s e  to  send t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  

in  d o m e s t ic i ty .  However, th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  l i k e l y  to  c o n tin u e  f o r

23A H a i t ia n  p h y s ic ia n  to ld  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  when h i s  f a th e r  
cau g h t him m a s tu rb a tin g  a t  th e  age o f  13, he s t r o n g ly  d isap p ro v ed  and 
s e n t  f o r  a  t i -moune g i r l  o f  th e  same age to  be h is  s e x u a l companion 
d u rin g  h is  te e n s .  The p h y s ic ia n  th o u g h t th e  id e a  e x c e l le n t  and p la n s  
to  do th e  same th in g  f o r  h is  so n . However, he and h i s  fa m ily  a r e  
p r e s e n t ly  in  e x i l e  in  New York and h is  son  i s  abou t 13 now.
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some tim e , u n le s s  th e  b a s ic  socioeconom ic s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  s o c ie ty  

ch an g es . T h is  sho ck in g  e x p lo i t a t io n  o f  c h i ld r e n  i s  m o ra lly  deb asin g  

n o t  o n ly  to  th e  in d iv id u a l  b u t  to  the  s o c ie ty  as  a w hole as i t  p e r ­

p e tu a te s  a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s o c ia l  in e q u a l i ty  and contem pt f o r  human 

d ig n i ty .

E. C onclusion

The fam ily  o f  a l l  s t r a t a  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  f u l f i l l s  e s s e n t i a l l y  

th e  same p rim ary  fu n c tio n s  and i s  s im i la r  in  many r e s p e c t s .  I t  i s  an 

ex tended  ty p e  fam ily  and k in s  s e v e ra l  d eg rees  removed a re  reco g n ized  

as  r e l a t i v e s .  H a it ia n s  know t h e i r  genealogy  and a re  alw ays e a g e r  to  

e s t a b l i s h  some f a m i l i a l  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  a  new f r i e n d .  I f  th e y  d i s ­

c o v e r him as a r e l a t i v e ,  no m a t te r  how d i s t a n t ,  he i s  " i n . "  I t  i s  

n o t  u n u su a l to  f in d  an ex ten d ed  fam ily  l iv in g  to g e th e r  in  th e  same house 

o r  same compound, and i f  th ey  l i v e  s e p a r a te ly  th e y  w i l l  be in  touch  

w ith  each o th e r  f r e q u e n t ly .  The fam ily  i s  p a t r i a r c h a l  a lth o u g h  n o t 

o f  th e  extrem e a u th o r i t a r i a n  v a r i e t y  p re v a le n t  i n  L a t in  A m erica. 

N o n e th e le ss  th e  f a th e r  i s  th e  u n c o n te s te d  head o f  th e  fa m ily . W hether 

he  chooses to  e x e r c is e  h is  power o r  n o t, he  rem ains th e  c e n t r a l  o b je c t  

o f  a t t e n t io n  and r e s p e c t .  I t  i s  a ls o  a m ale-dom inated  fa m ily  w here 

men en jo y  many p r iv i l e g e s  a t  th e  expense o f  th e  w eaker s e x , a lth o u g h  

th e  H a i t ia n  woman can a s s e r t  h e r s e l f  and en jo y  a  c o m p ara tiv e ly  h ig h  

s t a t u s .

As f a r  as th e  mores and folkw ays a re  con cern ed , th e  fa m ily  o f  

th e  m asses and o f  th e  more p r iv i le g e d  c la s s e s  d i f f e r  c o n s id e ra b ly . At



one end, th e  e l i t e  c a r e f u l ly  o b se rv es  th e  p r o p r i e t i e s  w hich  a re  th e  

mor.es o f  F ran ce  and a re  concerned  w ith  p e rp e tu a t in g  f a m il ie s  w ith  

s o c i a l  a m b itio n s , w hereas a t  th e  o th e r  end th e  fa m ily  i s  p r im a r i ly  an 

economic u n i t  o f  w h ich  th e  members a r e  p a r tn e r s  i n  th e  s t r u g g le  fo r  

s u r v iv a l .

As f o r  fu n c t io n ,  th e  H a i t ia n  fa m ily  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  b a s ic  c e l l  o f  

H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  in  w hich th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  s o c ia l i z e d  and d e r iv e s  h is  

i d e n t i t y  and s e c u r i ty  and to  w hich  he  has s tro n g  lo y a l ty  bonds 

ap p ro ach in g  c la n  s p i r i t .

H a i t ia n  fa m ily  o rg a n iz a t io n  i s  b o th  th e  s t r e n g th  and th e  w eakness 

o f  th e  H a i t ia n  s o c i a l  sy stem . L o y a lty , s o l i d a r i t y  and m utua l a id  

among th e  members o f  an  ex ten d ed  fa m ily  h as  p re v e n te d  th e  t o t a l  d i s ­

in t e g r a t i o n  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ,  f o r  i t  p ro v id e s  th e  minimum s o c ia l  

s e c u r i t y  an in d iv id u a l  needs to  s u rv iv e .  When a  p e rso n  lo s e s  h is  

jo b , he knows he can  co u n t on h is  fa m ily  to  ta k e  c a r e  o f  him ; a  fa m ily  

i s  e v ic te d ,  r e l a t i v e s  w i l l  ta k e  them i n  a u to m a t ic a l ly ;  a  y o u n g s te r  

needs to  go to  sch o o l in  th e  c a p i t a l ,  a  r e l a t i v e  w i l l  b o a rd  him ; 

a member o f  th e  fa m ily  g e ts  in to  t r o u b le  w ith  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a  

d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e  w ith  p o l i t i c a l  power w i l l  in e v i ta b ly  be found to  

re s c u e  him . A t th e  same tim e t h i s  k in d  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  has a  n e g a tiv e  

e f f e c t ,  f o r  i t  tu rn s  l o y a l t i e s  inw ard . I t  encourages c la n n is h ,  

s e l f i s h ,  n e p o t i s t i c  a t t i t u d e s ,  i n h i b i t s  community s p i r i t  and c iv ic  

sen se  e s s e n t i a l  to  s o c i a l  p ro g r e s s .  Thus th e  H a i t ia n  fa m ily  p la y s  

th e  p a ra d o x ic a l r o le  o f  c o u n te r a c t in g  th e  d i s in t e g r a t i o n  o f  H a it ia n  

s o c ie ty  and a t  th e  same tim e  p re v e n tin g  i t s  developm ent.


