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criticizing their philandering or because their meals were not ready;lo
at the same time the eliﬁe women were cloistered wiﬁh their childreﬁ
and Sefvants, and their.universe did ﬁot go far beyond their own |
threshhold. .It is possible that the Americ#n occupation- has played
. a role in improvingvthe status of women, at least in the more privi-
1eg9d class, but the éeasant woman and the woman of the urban pro-
letariat largely emancipate& thémselves through their important
economic role, The peasant woman participates actively in the eco-
nomic life or her family. Not only does she run the home and give a
ﬁand in the fields, she also acts as the treasurer of the family.
Like her ancestor, the Guinea Coast market woman,'she 5ells thé
product of the land and does the buying for the family. Her constant
trips to the marketé,»sometimes far distant, her high degree of inter-
action makes her mﬁch more evolue (eyolvgd = worldly) than the males
of her family. Hence she is more iﬁdependent'although éhe does,nof
contest the authority of the male head of the household, Nonethéless,
vher importaﬁt economic role has established a latent but effective
egalitarianism in rural Haitian familiés. Likewise, the proletarian
womén engaged in petty retailing for which she has a remarkable apti-
tude is among the most aggressive elements of Haitian society. Often'
she is‘the head“of her family and while she might share her household

with a series of more or less temporary common-law spouses, should the

1oGeorge E. Simpson, "Sexual and Familial Institutions in Northern
Haiti," American Anthropologist, 44 (1942), p, 662.
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man leave she remgins.the only permanent provider and authority figure
for the children.

In the remaining classes, traditional attitudes still lingér on,
especially in the provincial towns, There are mores which guide the
behavior of women but which don't apply to men, Work and recreational
~activities are diQided more stricﬁly‘along~§ex lines. The woman's
role is restricted largely to that of mother and hﬁusewife; Double
standards of sex are more rigid with. left over of machismo and -the
accompanying virginity complex. The father is a mofe dominant figure;
a daughter will seldom marry against the will of her father. There
are anachronisms of chaperonage and old fashion chivalry, do's and
don'ts, for instance women often eat separately from the men by force
of tradition.11 However these traditions are gradually changing #nd
the general attitude to the chaﬁging role and staﬁus of women is not
inflexible. Women have the suffrage and participate increasingly in
civic affairs but thgy-still have a long way tb go before they attain

the status and freedom of North American women.

11Among the provincial bourgeéoisie, the middle class and the .
" lower class, women do not customarily eat with men. This writer has
asked many times his hostesses why they would not sit down and eat
with the men and their guest. The answers were always the same:
"There is no reason not to, it isn't really a rule, it is simply that
I am too busy supervising the servants to see that everything is
served right and I prefer to eat after with the children when all is
done," T .

v,
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D. Children and Socialization

1,: Illegitim;cy
The vast majo?ity of Haitian children are born out of wgdlock

without being necessériiy victimized by their status as natural
children, for no special étigma is attached to_illegitimacy. of
course a legitimate child has a higher status. Natural children are

of two types, First are those recognized by their father, who will
bea; his name and ;onsequently enjoyvthe same legal rights és legitimate
children. In many cases illegitimate status is only a matter of offi-
cial record not necggsarily known by others outside the primary group.
The second type is a natural child not recognized by his father
because he is.already married or refuses to claim the child as his own.

Legally the child is adulteriﬁe; called popularly enfant en dehors

(outside child) and takes the name of his mother although many take
theirAfather's name if the 1§tter has recégniééd them affectively.
Cases are fairly common in the lower classes of women giving birth to
_children who are the fruits of temporary liaisons or promiscuous
behavior and the child wvaguely or néver knows his fan:‘ner.'12 These
womenbmight have undér the same roof severalrlhildren of different
fathers plus a common-law husband with his own progeny; thus the make-

up of their household is quite heterogeneous. Children are seldom

abandoned by both father and mother although‘recently in Port-au=Prince

12pn o1d military leader who has been stationed throughout the
country boasted to this writer of having fathered about 70 children.
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the Public Hospital was decry;ng the fact that they had over 200
cﬁildren abandoned.by‘mothers who after delivery escaped fhé hospital
leaving their newly-born behind., However, this is a comparatively
new‘phenomenon due in no sﬁall part to the wretched poverty of the
'cap?tal's slums and the higher degree of anonymity preseht in the
city. Adoption has never been formally qéknowledged in Haitian
laws for unknown reasons, but the practice is-not discouraged and
takes place infoﬁmally. Adoptions generally occur betwéen members of
an extended or closely allied fémiliés including god children. When it
occurs across class lines such as a member of the elite adopting a pea-
sant child, the adopting parents may be victims of blackmail. At
several occasions the natural parents‘h;ve waited for the addpting
parents to become emotionally attached to the child and then extracted
monéy from them by tﬁréatening to withdraw the child.

Widespread illegitimacy in Haiti can be understood in the light
of several factors, First is the absence of rigid legal monogamoﬁs
standards, and the laxity of the sexual mores. Another reason is the
ignorance by the great m;jority of the female population of the most
rudimentary form of birth control, and the indifference of the male
to the possibility of conception. Lastly children are easily taken
care of in Haitian society and an additional child iﬁ.an exten&éd '
household does not represent new responsibi}ities or new haraships.

Of course the long range consequeﬁces of this state of afféir is an
accelerated population growth in an already overpopuléted area and

the burden of hardship falls disproportionately on the female populaﬁion:
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As long as the [Haitian/ man can beget children here and
there without fear of sanction, without taking the entire
responsibility, as long as he can share his favors with
several concubines, the /[Haitian/ woman will remain a
slave forced to toil painfully for the maintenance of her
children and expose herself through poverty to the lowest
depth of degradation. .

2. Socialization

Few people in Haiti rationalize oﬁ the &esirability or'ngn-
desirability of having children. Children come and are accepted as
" part of the natural laws of life. Nonetheless, children are considered
an economic asset, a security for old age, and a source of pride. In
all strata of Haitian so;iegyAéhiidren are brought up very strictly."
Respect and obedience are stressed. Punishments are harsh and corporal
chastisement frequent., The child is included in many adult activities
but taught not to disturb adults, to be seen but not to be heard. By
American middle class standardé, however, the Haitian child is somewhat
casually taken for granﬁed in the sense that he is not the center of
 attentioh once he outgrows the 'cute" stage nor the cause of burden-
some sacrifices. Excluding the mother, the presence of children does
not change greatly the life of the other members of the family and
certainly not that of the father, Responsibilities are shared by
the usually large househgld including aunts, older siblings, grand-

parents or servants,

Bouchereau, op. cit., p. 237.
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Socialization Among the Peasants14
The womaniof the masees goes .about her daily chores up ‘to the '
iast days of pfégnancy and occasionally giﬁes birth outside hef home,
on tﬁe road or at the market.. In any cases parturition occurs in

generally unsanitary conditions.15

After delivery the placenta is
buried so that no one éan take it for magicél purpoées; the child

is wrapped in a towel and a charm is hung around his neck to ward

off evil spirits. A self-trained midwife usually assists the.mother
and child for the first-week, after which the mother goes back tb

her normél dﬁties. The baby is never left alone, He sleebs with his
ﬁother and she takes him with her whenever she can or leaves him with
‘a member of the household. The baby is almostialways breast fed and
at the age of three months starts eating p;emasticated solid food.

He is generally weaned around 15 to 24 months br earlier if the mother
is expecting again, After that no special diet is.planned. The
infant is generally baptized shortly after his birth, his baptismal
certificate often acting as his birth registration. The parents are

very permissive about toilet training. The child urinates any place

in the house, and it is cleaned off with little scolding. He is

14Based on the study by Frances W, Underwood and corroborated by
the observations of this writer. See Frances Underwood, Irma Honigmann,
"A Comparison of Socialization and Personality in Two Simple Societies,"
American Anthropologist, 49 (1947), pp. 557-77.

154aitian peasant women often have their babies standing up.
This writer heard of onme particular case of hard delivery when a heated
stone was applied on the back of the neck of the patient who, caught
by surprise, contracted violently from the pain thus speeding delivery.
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generally toilet-traiﬁed by fiye.yéars old when he is fully clothed
instead of wearing only a loose shirt. There is an absence of pres-
sﬁre to make him walk oxr speak early but,ﬁhe world of the child is
high in daily interaction in a very verbal milieu, so he learns
early, Direct attention aﬁd supervision are given until the fifth
year. By that time the child has mastered his physical and social
environment which presents few dangers, Then he graduates rather
abruptly from a permissive world where he is the center of attention
to a stern wo¥ld of adult-imposed discipliné where transgressors ére
whipped harshly. The chiid is assigned an economic role early. Play
activities are limited to free time. Sex differentiation occurs with
assignment of'tasks. ‘Litple girls watch over younger siblings, fetch
water, accompany their mother on washing or market expe&itions. The
little boy will accompany his father to the field, take care of small
animals, run errands. Girls will sleep in one area, boys in another
and plaj activities will aléo be sex différéntiated. Little money

is spent on children but mofe will be spent on boys who are generally
favored.‘ There is no formal sex education; the lack of priVaé& in
the household allows the child to know the facts of life early. There
seems to be a ccnsideréble amoﬁnt of sex experimentation before
puberty and sex activities are considered fun rather than wicked.
After puberty the girlé are watched more closely. There is little
display of affection. The Haitian masses never display affection
overtly. They don't kiss but embrace symbolically;

Summing up the socialization process of the child of the Haitian
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masses: his infant discipline is weak whereag his child discipline
| is severe; there is a notablehabsence of compulsive toilet training,
due in part to the primitive physical milieu with ité lack of
1atrinés; there is no rigidity either in the sex area. ‘Due to tﬁé
natural handling of these two basic problems, iittle psychological
stress is present. But other psychological stresses are present
such as hunger, lack of personalized attentiom, a no-nonseﬁse approach
to discipline, resultiﬁg often in arbitrary punishments by elders.
The Haitian child grows up in a group-oriented society with constant
~interaction with the members of his community. He understénﬂs his
assigned role in the group early, has a feeling of belonging:from
which he derives a sense of security. |

Socialization Among the Privileged16

Amoné the privileged classes of Haiti, namely the bourgeoisie
and the upper middle'class,_women give birth either‘in a hospital or
in their home attended by a physician or a licensed midwife. The'
new mother is thé object of much solicitude and many gift-bearing
visitors -call upon her, Tﬁe newly born, dresséd in hand-embroidered
.clothes, has its own crib and a ﬁﬁrsem@id or child servant is assigned
to watch over it.‘ The mother breast-feeds the baby fof nine to
twelve months but if she works-weans him earlier. She spends a lot .

of time with him, fondlés him and éupervises all the activities

16pased on the study by Madélgine Sylvain Bouchereau and corro-
borated by the observations of this writer. See Chapter III,
Bouchereau, op. cit. o
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relating ﬁo the baby. By the time he is three months old he is intro-
‘duced to other foodé, importéd baby foods if the family can afford it;
otherwise ca?efully prepared bland foods. Womeﬁ of this class have
a tendency to overfeed their baby to make them 1ook chubby. The
infant is generall& baptized the'first month and it is the occasion
for an elaborate celebration with the chosen god parents taking their‘

role seriously17

and contributing to the cost of the affair. Toilet
training begins very ;arly. The child is trained not to wake up

the household at all hours of the night and is punished if he does not‘
control his bladder and bowels by two years old, Hé is the center
of attention and is encouraged to learn to speak and walk early.
People are constantly teaching him new French}words and he generally
expresées himself in French and understands creole by the age of
four., He has tg&s and playmates to keep him occupied. There is
little sex differentiation between girls and boys until school age
except that more fuss is made over the clothes and the appearancé of
girls. Their ears are‘ﬁierceﬂ like all Haitian girls and hours are
spent arranging their hair in'complicated hairdos. Most schools are

segregated by sex and C6nsequent1y playmates and play activities tend

to be differentiated on the basis of sex, a division which becomes

17The institution of god parents is important in all strata of
Haitian society. It is the least important when it is across class
lines, Then it becomes a form of exploitation by which the less for-
tunate seek god parents for their children in the more privileged
class to have a protector and to receive periodic gifts, whereas the
god parents tends to accept the honor paternalistically without paying
much attention to their many poor god children,
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more pronounced each year. Other activities consist of private
lessons in piano,,painting and dancing for littie girls, whereas
~little boys are left free to organize their own play activities,
There is a notable absence of any work activitie§.' The weekgnds'are
deébt;d to visiting, family outings, church and tﬁe movies. Among
the elite, elahorate children's parties and children's balls are
organized wherevthey meet other children of their class. Like %11
children, Haitian children of the more.privileged class are demo- -
cratic and will play with anyone, but by thé time they are of school
age, an effort is made to restrict them to children of their own
social background, especially to thosevwho speak good French and have
good manners. While parents and servants have a tendency to be indul-
gent to the child in his early years, discipline becomes stricter
as he grows. He—E;;rns eafly that whatever misbehaﬁior he might get
away with, he has to conform to the two fundamental rules of Haitian‘
education: respect and politeness to adults and instant obedience
to his parents; otherwise he will be chastised'corporally and psy-
chologically. Affectiopate display is encouraged. The Haitian chil&
of that clhss'autométically kisses and shakes hands with any visitors,
As the young girl approaches puberty, she is carefully supervised and
chaperoned. Young bo&s graduate from short pants to long pants as-
their voice changes and are given much freedom, There is no sex edu-
cation at home. It is not considered proper to discuss such matters
between parents and children. Tﬁe boys will have the opportunity to

experiment with girls of the 1ower'c1asses but a girl, if she marries
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very'early;vmight'be rather naive abbut the facts of life, although
she is taught in her adolescence the art of running a home and being
a decorative wife. |

Summing up the secialization process of the child of the privi-
leged class: higlinfant discipline is more rigorous than that of the
masses but he does not go through an abrppt change during his child-
hood., His socialization is gradual until he reaches the age,of reason.
Theré is a notable difference between the upbringing of boys and
girls. Girls are supervised, protected and given a somewhat romantic
education in view of making a good marriage, whereas boys are given a
much wider latitude in their activities as long as they observe the
decorum of respecting and obeying their parents. There is a notable
absence of utilitarian activities designed to develop a éeﬁse of
initiative, of the value of work and practical knowledge. Early in
their lives children ar;'made aware of social differences and are
taught the valueélanaﬁattitudes of their class. They also grow up in
a group-oriented society with conétant interaction but it is restricted
to the memberg of their family and class,

3. Children in Domesticity18

Thousands of Haitian children are involved in a curiously bar-
baric and widely practiced institution known as children in domesticity

or gratuitous domesticity. These domestic children or ti moune, as

18uch of the data about children in domesticity came from a study
made in 1962 by Mr. Claude and Eric Sylla, students at the University
of Haiti, under the supervision of this writer,
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they are éalled, live a lif; of servility not far removed:from
slavery except that they have the advantage of choosing their own :
destiny once they reach the age of reason and become aware of their
sérvile condition. A few remain in this condition the ;est of their
lives. -Thé institution consists of a fémily's taking in one or more
peasant children aﬁ an early age and giving them urban "enlightenment"
in exchange for their gratuitous serQices aé'servants. This institu-
tion; probably a vestige of colonial slavery, has since thriVed on
the poverty of.the‘masses but has degeneraﬁe& into a veritable
children market; While some families fulfill their résponsiﬁilities
to the child and are even motivated by‘humanitafian reasons, more
consider the practice as an inexpensive way of ggtting servants.lg
Haitian peasantry.is}the vast reservolr from which the urban bour-
geoisie, middle class aﬁd even proletariat draw their domestic
children. Peasan£ families who enter into those vbluntary égreements
do not realize the consequences of their act. Generally coming from
the most overpopulated and un@ernourished'sectionsAof the country,
they are persuaded that their children will be better provided for
materially, will be enlightened‘by urﬁan;civilization, will acquire
some education, the good manners and savoir faire of city folk. Other

misled peasants not motivated by sheer pdverty actually think they

19This author is not in agreement with Herskovitz who considers the
institution as an example of adoption complex in Negro culture. See
Melville J, Herskovitz, Life in a Haitian Valley (New York: A. A,
Knopf, 1937), p. 103..
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are entering some éort of f;ee boarding school type of éfrangement
by which the child gets his room and board in exchange for working.
The principle causes for the phenomenon of,children in domesticity
iies in economic-underdevelopmént, lack of schools in rural aréés,
the.ecologicalldisequilibrium in some reéions where not:enough
food can be raised to feed everybody, the ignorénce’of peasants,
and the passive acquiescence of the urban populatiomu. The number
of ti-mounes ﬁas increased in recent years ever since the devasta-
tion of Hurricane Hazel in 195420 énd the continuous ecdnémid crisis
of the 1ast deéade. |

* Children of both sexes are placed in domesticity fromvthe age of
seven. There is a sort of tacit agreémént between the parents of
the child and his future "protector" by which the latter takes on
the responsibility of the parents as long as the child makes himéelf‘
useful. Sometimes the child is offered by the peasant himself or
town people visit the country in quest of children "they wish.ﬁo
educate." Sometimes pareﬁts visit their.children in domesticity or
send them extra-food and it is generally customary for the child to
return home once a year. His work consists of getting up early in
the morning to sweep and mop the house, get water; run errands, watch
over younger children, play with them, and engage in whatever useful

activities he can handle depending on his age. All too often he does

207t {s known that after Hurricane Hazel, children were sold in
the region of Jeremie for 25 cts. or $1,00 with their birth certifi-
cates,
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all the jobs considered beneath the dignity of the members of the
famil&; He is often sevefely,punished ﬁhen he fails at his tasks.
Being defeﬁseless he often becomes the whipping boy of the household.
Thrashings are mdtivated by wrath rather than by:correction. When
he is young there is a fraterﬁal rélatiohship beéween him and the
chiidren of his master but as the children grow older they perceive
his sbcial'inferiority, consequently the frieﬁdship-cools off and

they demand his services as their parents do. Ti-mounes are notably

abused in the lower class families where they are 6ften treated as
beasts of burden, sent out in'the streets to‘peddle, and no attention
is given to their schooling.z1 In the higher class familieé they

are generally much better treated and they are given time off to go
to SChoql. However it is only in a few énlightened homes that the
child gets more than he gives. The vast majorit&, if they go to
school at all, go to inferior and oyercrqwded schools where they
learn little, are discriminated against and have little time for |
ﬁomewofk because of their duties, They are notébly poorly fed for

their physical appearance even after several years contrasts

2lrhe worse case this writer witnessed was that of a child of
seven who was a domestic in a small boarding house in Jeremie, The
child was up before dawn and started the day by emptying the chamber
pots of all the guests. She was reprimanded all day long and her tears
caused further threats. Her wardrobe consisted of two tattered dresses
and she did not own a pair of shoes. She was "too young" to go to
school according to the manager but old enough to be washing glasses
in the bar until past 10 p.m. She slept on two old blankets in the
hallway. The managers who incidently showed themselves the most
gracious host during the stay of this writer insisted that the child
was much better off with them than where she came from and owed them
- a debt ofgratitude,
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strikingly with that of the master's children of the same age.
Generally they eaffgione squatting in the courtyard with a plate in
their hand or in a corner of the kitchen when it rains. They eat
what is left aftet the family'hés eateﬁ even EEEETEEEESE?Z as they
call the lefEBﬁers from the plate of their master, Their clothes
aré the hand—me-doﬁns of theAfamily; réfely something newuis boﬁght
for them. Little‘considekation is given to their personai needs;

.Théy are on call twenty-foﬁr hours a day. Often the ti-moune has

ﬁo quarters of his own and sleeps on a straw mat on the floor of the
living room which pfeventé him from resting during the day and at
~night he has to wait until the living room is vacated before retiring.
When he is sick the family provides ﬁim with rﬁdimentary medical care
Jbut if‘it is serious they send him back Home to his.parents. Ti-
mounes are constantly made to feel that they are the benefactors of

the system, that they should be'grateful; If one of them, tired of
abusé, runs away, often his parents bring him back under the illusion
that the chi;d is an 'ingrate, uﬁappreciative of what is being‘done

for him, Occasionally acts of rebellion lead to more serious conse-
qﬁences. From time to time a brutal beating which results in injufy or
sexual molestation by an adult comes to the attention of the public but
the Haitian milieu beset already by so many problems does not consider

children in domesticity as a major social problem.

- 220reole expression for leftovers on a person's plate meaning
literally "under the beard." '
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The consequences of this institution are definitely dgtrimental
to the domestic child. The veneer of civilization he acquires does
him more harm than good. Hungry, he learns to filch;'fearing harsh
pﬁﬁishments, he becomes a master of deceit, of cunningness; he )
acquires a mentaliﬁy of servility which snuffs out his sense of ini-
tiative and reinforces his inferiority complex. One canhot discount -
the legacy of biﬁterness which warps the mind of many pefsons who
grew up as ti-mounes. Practically every juvenile delinquent in
‘the house of correction in Port-au-Prince, according té records, wasi
at one time a domestic child., Young domestic girls swell the ranké
of prostitutes, sometimes stérting at the age of 13 after being
initiated by their ﬁastersAor the sons or friends of their masters,2
or return home pregnant with a cash settlement. Very few become
"enlightened" adults as their parents had hoped, or have been able
to climb the social iadder. 'The Social Welfare Institute of Haiti
is aware of the problem of children in domesticity but their hands
are tied by lack of funds. The day when rural schools will be ade-
quate and poverty not so endemic the institution will regréss. Pea-
sants in zones of relaﬁivg‘prosperity refuse ﬁo send their children

in domesticity. However, the institution is likely to continue for

235 Haitian physician told this writer that when his father
caught him masturbating at the age of 13, he strongly disapproved and
sent for a ti-moune girl of the same age to be his sexual companion
during his teens. The physician thought the idea excellent and plans
to do the same thing for his son. However, he and his family are
presently in exile in New York and his son is about 13 now.
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some time, unless the basic socioeconomic structure of the society
changes. This shocking exploitation‘of children is‘morall& debasing
not only to the individual but to the socieﬁy as a whole as it per-
petudtes a tradition §f social inequality and copteﬁpt for human

dignity.

E. Conclusion

The family of‘all strata of Haitian society fulfills‘essentially
the.same primgry functions and is similar in manylrespects. It is an
extended typé family an& kins several degrees removed are recognized
as relatives, Héitians know their genealogy and are always eager to
establish some familial connection with a new friend. If they dis-
cover him as a relative, no matter how distant, he is "in." It is
not unusual to find an extended family living together in the same house
or same compound, and if they live separately they will be in touch
with each other frequently., The family is patriarchal although not
of the extreme authoritarian variety prevalent inlLatin America,
Nonetheless the father is the uncontested head of the family. Whether
he chooses to exercisé his power or not, he remains the central object
of attention and respect., It is also a male-dominated family where
men enjoy many privileges at the expense of the weaker gex; although
the Haitian wéman can assert herself and enjoy a coﬁparatively high
status., |

As far as the mores and folkways are concerned, the family of

the masses and of the more privileged classes differ considerably., At
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one end, the eiite‘carefdlly observes the proprieties which are the
moxres of France and aré;cqncefned with perpetuating families with
social ambitions; whereas at the qther end the family is primarily an '
economic unit of which the members afé'partqers.injthe strﬁggle for
survival, -

As for function, the Haitian fgﬁily represeﬁts the basic cell of
Haitian society in which tﬁe individualyisAsoéialized and derives his
identity and security and to which he has strong loyalty bonds
approaching clan spirit.

Haitian family organization is both the strength and the weaknesé
of the Haitian'social system. Loyalty, solidarity and mutual aid
among the members of an extended family has preveﬁted the total dis-
integration of Haitian society, for it provides the minimum social
security an individual needé to survive, When a person loses his
job, he knows ﬁe can count on his family to take care of him; a family
is evicted, relatives willitakevthem in automatically; a youngsﬁer
needs to go to school in thg capital, a relative will board him;

a member of the family gets iqﬁo trouble with the authéfitiés, a
distant relative with political power will ;nevitably be found to
rescue him. At the same time this kind of solidarity has a negative
effect, for it turns 1oyélties inwafd.‘ It encourages clannish,
selfish, nepotistic attitudes, inhibits community spirit and civic |
sense essential to social progress."Thus fhe Haitian family plays
thé‘paradoxical roie of counteracting the disintegration of Haitian

society and at the same time preventing its development.



